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ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS 


OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


^  The  Ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Associations  of  Pennsylvania  assembled  in  the  Mahoning 
Presbyterian  Church,  Danville,  Pa.,  on  Thursday,  September 
21st,  at  three  o’clock,  P.  M.,  being  called  to  order,  in  the 
absence  of  the  President,  by  H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburg,  Chairman 
of  the  State  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion,  S.  L.  Fullwood,  of  East  Liberty,  was  appointed 
temporary  Secretary. 

After  engaging  in  devotional  exercises  for  some  time,  on 
motion  of  W.  R.  Davenport,  Erie,  a  Committee  on  Permanent 
Organization  was  appointed,  consisting  of  W.  R.  Davenport, 
Erie;  Samuel  Henry,  West  Lebanon;  D.  C.  Kolp,  Harrisburg; 
J.  W.  Baker,  Hughesville;  T.  J.  Gillespie,  Pittsburg. 

On  motion  of  James  McConaughy,  a  temporary  Committee  on 
Devotional  Exercises  was  appointed,  consisting  of  James 
McConaughy,  Harrisburg;  W.  E.  Wayte,  Erie;  George  Reeves, 
Altoona;  A.  M.  Reed,  Princeton;  C.  H.  Zehnder,  Danville. 

On  motion  of  N.  H.  Shearer,  a  temporary  Business  Committee 
was  appointed,  as  follows : — N.  H.  Shearer,  York;  A.  R.  Miller, 
Muncy;  J.  H.  Cumbler,  Newport;  W.  S.  Fulton,  East  Lib¬ 
erty;  H.  Vanbuskirk,  Williamsport. 

These  committees  were, allowed  to  retire.  Dr.  W.  C.  Cattell 
then  addressed  the  Convention  on  topic  No.  6 — “Young  Converts: 
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How  shall  they  be  best  helped  in  active  Christian  Work?”  After 
which  devotional  exercises  were  continued  until  half-past  four 
o’clock.  The  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization  then 
reported  as  follows  : — 

President, 

JAMES  McCORMICK,  Jr.,  Harrisburg. 

Vice-Presidents : 

James  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte. 

J.  B.  G.  Kinsloe,  Lock  Haven. 

J.  M.  Coulter,  Danville. 

Samuel  Q.  Brown,  Pleasantville. 

Secretary, 

Thomas  Marshall,  Philadelphia. 

Assistant  Secretaries : 

W.  E.  Wayte,  Erie. 

Smith  Agnew,  Jr.,  Wilkinsburg. 


The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  officers  took  their  places. 

The  temporary  Devotional  Committee  announced  open-air 
meetings  this  evening  in  front  of  the  Opera  House,  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  S.  L.  Fullwood,  East  Liberty;  D.  C.  Kolp,  Harris¬ 
burg;  J.  B.  G.  Kinsloe,  Lock  Haven.  At  corner  of  Mill  and 
Bloom  streets,  H.  B.  Thompson,  York;  G.  Reeves,  Altoona;  J. 
H:  Cumbler,  Newport. 

Devotional  exercises  will  be  led  to-morrow  morning  by  W. 
P.  Crombie,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Provincial  Secretary  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Ontario  and  Quebec. 

The  rules  of  the  International  Convention  at  Toronto  were 
adopted  to  govern  this  Convention. 

The  Convention  adjourned,  after  hearing  the  report  of  the 
Business  Committee,  to  meet  in  St.  Paul’s  M.  E.  Church,  at 
half-past  seven  P.  M.,  being  dismissed  with  a  benediction  by 
Rev.  J.  E.  Bradley,  Danville. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  welcome  meeting  was  held  at  half-past  seven  o’clock,  J. 
M.  Coulter,  President  of  the  Danville  Association,  in  the  chair. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Moore,  Danville.  Singing 
was  conducted  by  a  choir  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Danville. 
The  first  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  Rev.  M.  L. 
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Shindle,  on  behalf  of  the  churches  and  citizens  of  Danville. 
He  was  followed  by  J.  M.  Coulter  on  behalf  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association.  Responses  were  made  by  the 
President,  James  McCormick,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  W.  C.  Cattell,  Presi¬ 
dent  Lafayette  College;  after  which  a  praise  meeting,  led  by  W. 

R.  Davenport,  Erie,  was  held,  in  which  special  causes  for  thanks¬ 
giving  on  behalf  of  our  Association  were  related  by  James  Mc¬ 
Cormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg;  F.  R.  Brocklebank,  Wood’s  Run; 
General  Beaver,  Bellefonte,  Parker  City ;  G.  Reeves,  Altoona; 
W.  R.  Davenport,  Erie;  G.  F.  Jones,  Altoona;  J.  T.  Shillingford, 
Philadelphia;  S.  L.  Fullwood,  East  Liberty;  Sheldon  Potter, 
Germantown ;  G.  E.  Price,  Reading ;  W.  P.  Crombie,  Canada ; 

S.  A.  Taggart,  State  work.  The  exercises  were  exceedingly 
interesting.  Prayer  was  offered  and  benediction  pronounced  by 
M.  L.  Shindler,  Danville. 


MORNING  SESSION— FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22d. 


After  devotional  exercises  for  half  an  hour,  the  President 
called  the  Convention  to  order  at  half-past  nine  o’clock.  After 
the  reading  and  approval  of  the  minutes,  the  President  announced 
the  following  standing  committees  : — 

Business. — W.  H.  Shearer,  York;  A.  R.  Miller,  Muncy; 
J.  T.  Shillingford,  Philadelphia;  J.  H.  Cumbler,  Newport;  W. 
S.  Fulton,  East.  Liberty;  H.  O.  Scott,  Lafavette  College;  H. 
Vanbuskirk,  Williamsport. 

Credentials. — E.  S.  Walle,  Bethlehem;  H.  B.  Thompson, 
York  ;  George  Lippincott,  Watsontown. 

Resolutions. — J.  R.  Hersh,  New  Oxford;  Rev.  R.  F.  McLean, 
McConnellsburg ;  J.  E.  Price,  Reading;  John  Hill,  Blairsville; 
J.  R.  Rote,  Hazleton. 

Devotional. — T.  J.  Gillespie,  Pittsburg;  Sheldon  Potter, 
Germantown;  Rev.  A.  M.  Reed,  Princeton;  H.  H.  Webster, 
Mauch  Chunk;  L.  P.  Rowland,  Philadelphia;  Isaac  Mitchell, 
Bellefonte ;  C.  H.  Zehnder,  Danville. 

Executive  Committee’s  Report. — N.  F.  Browne,  Lewistown; 
James  McConaughy,  Harrisburg;  G.  V.  Lefevre,  Lewisburg; 
J.  W.  Heston,  State  College;  F.  C.  Johnson,  Wilkesbarre. 

Rev.  John  Morrow,  of  Taylorsville,  then  addressed  the  Con¬ 
vention  on  topic  No.  2 — “Associations  in  Small  Places:  How  can 
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they  he  made  Permanent  in  their  Influence  for  Good?”  He  was 
followed  by  a  number  of  others  upon  the  same  subject.  (Mr. 
Morrow’s  address  will  be  found  in  another  place  in  this  report.) 

H.  K.  Porter  presented  the  report  of  the  State  Executive 
Committee,  which  reads  as  follows:— 


Dear  Brethren  : — Another  year  of  work  among  our 
Associations  in  this  State  has  passed  around,  and  for  all  that 
God  has  been  pleased  to  do  through  us,  we  would  give  him 
thanks,  and  take  pleasure  as  we  once  more  present  to  you  this 
our  Annual  Report. 

The  first  thing  we  submit  to  your  consideration  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  re-division  of  the  State  into  districts.  These  are  arranged 
with  more  special  reference  to  railway  facilities  than  before,  and 
we  think  will  be  of  great  advantage  in  promoting  the  system  of  A 
inter-visitation  among  our  Associations,  which  has  been  so  much 
blessed  in  the  past. 


U 

U 

u 
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Philadelphia,  Delaware,  and  Chester  counties. 
Bucks  and  Montgomery. 

Northampton,  Monroe,  and  Pike. 

Berks,  Lehigh,  and  Schuylkill. 

Luzerne  (south-western  part),  Wyoming,  and 
Carbon. 

Luzerne  (north-eastern  part),  Susquehanna,  and 
Wayne. 

Northumberland,  Montour,  and  Columbia. 
York,  Lancaster,  and  Adams. 

Dauphin,  Lebanon,  and  Perry. 

Cumberland,  Franklin,  and  Fulton. 

Mifflin,  Juniata,  and  Snyder. 

Lycoming,  Clinton,  Union,  and  Cameron. 
Centre,  Huntingdon,  Blair,  and  Clearfield. 
Bradford,  Tioga,  Potter,  and  Sullivan. 

Cambria,  Indiana,  Westmoreland  (eastern  part), 
Somerset. 

Allegheny,  Westmoreland  (western  part),  Wash¬ 
ington,  Fayette,  and  Greene. 

Beaver,  Lawrence,  and  Mercer. 

Butler,  Armstrong,  Clarion,  Jefferson,  and  Elk. 
Venango,  Warren,  Forrest,  and  McKean. 

Erie  and  Crawford. 


It  is  thought  that  the  foregoing  division  will  bring  our 
Associations  into  closer  contact  with  each  other.  And  while  it 
is  not  desirable  that  a  member  of  the  State  Executive  Committee 
should  be  selected  from  each  district,  thus  rendering  it  too  large, 
yet  they  should  be  choseu  as  formerly,  from  each  section  of  the 
State,  so  that  the  various  localities  can  be  represented;  and 


instead  of  each  member  of  the  committee  having  special  charge 
of  one  district  he  should  have  general  oversight  in  his  region, 
co-operating  with  other  members  of  the  committee  when 
necessary  and  practicable. 

Last  year  the  convention  at  Altoona  authorized  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  to  select,  as  far  possible,  suitable  persons  from 
each  county  to  act  as  corresponding  members  to  the  committee 
for  their  county.  To  a  certain  extent  this  has  been  done,  and  in 
most  of  the  selections  it  has  been  attended  with  good  results. 
The  following  persons  have  been  acting  as  corresponding 
members  for  their  different  counties  during  the  whole  or  part 
of  the  year: — Chas.  F.  Cooke,  Bellefonte;  J.  A.  Deeter,  Harris¬ 
burg;  L.  P.  Rowland,  Philadelphia;  S.  L.  Fullwood,  Pittsburg; 
m  John  Hill,  Blairsville;  O.  R.  Stockwell,  Erie;  T.  F.  Wells, 
Scranton ;  F.  C.  Johnston,  Wilkesbarre ;  C.  H.  Zehnder, 
Danville;  Frederick  Moon,  Mauch  Chunk;  Edwin  James, 
Newville;  S.  W.  McCurdy,  Butler;  E.  G.  Harrison,  Hulme- 
ville;  J.  F.  Stonecipher,  Oakdale;  J.  G.  Ivinsloe,  Lock  Haven; 
John  R.  Hirsh,  New  Oxford;  Charles  Young,  Hanover;  H.  A. 
Shissler,  Shamokin.  Mention  was  made  last  year  of  the  need 
of  having  county  organizations,  and  of  the  fact  that  Adams  and 
Washington  counties  had  taken  such  steps.  After  mature 
reflection  and  observation  it  is  thought  this  is  not  so  desirable 
for  the  present,  from  the  fact  that  comparatively  few  of  the 
counties  are  strong  enough  in  Associations  yet  to  make  it  so; 
while  those  counties  that  are  strong  enough  should,  for  the 
present  at  least,  use  their  efforts  to  reach  and  strengthen  the 
weaker  counties.  It  would  seem,  however,  more  desirable  that 
each  district  shold  enter  upon  some  such  plan. 

District  Executive  Committees. 

After  carefully  considering  the  foregoing,  it  is  thought  that 
the  end  desired  might  be  more  readily  effected  by  forming; 
executive  committees  in  each  district,  this  executive  committee  to 
be  composed  of  the  various  corresponding  members  of  counties, 
together  with  others  who  may  be  selected  from  the  various  coun¬ 
ties  composing  the  district,  together  with  the  member  of  the 
State  executive  committee  most  easily  within  reach ;  the  num¬ 
ber  of  members  of  the  committee  to  be  left  to  the  necessities  of 
the  field  and  the  judgment  of  those  having  the  work  in  charge. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  members  of  the  committee  to  meet 
together  once  a  year  at  least,  and  also  to  arrange  for  at  least  one 
district  convention  during  the  year,  and  to  arrange  for  the  co¬ 
operating  with  each  other  in  visiting  the  weaker  Associations, 
and  also  those  points  in  the  district  that  have  no  organizations. 
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Some  such  plan  of  systematic  voluntary  work  is  absolutely 
needed  at  this  stage  of  growth  in  our  State.  We  now  number 
one  hundred  and  fifty  organizations,  and  it  is  impossible  for  the 
State  committee  or  the  secretary,  unaided,  to  visit,  hold  meetings 
and  conventions  with  all  the  Associations  organized,  and  at  the 
same  time  meet  the  largely  increased  demand  for  their  labors  in 
new  points  where  no  organizations  exist.  Already  the  district 
composed  of  Centre,  Blair,  Huntingdon,  and  Clearfield  counties 
has  taken  steps  to  this  end,  and  it  is  understood  that  they  will 
have  a  conference  of  the  delegates  of  the  various  Associations 
some  time  during  the  sessions  of  this  Convention,  to  perfect  as 
far  as  possible  their  arrangements. 

It  is  left  to  the  judgment  of  this  Convention  to  act  upon  this 
suggestion  by  approving  or  disapproving  of  its  adoption  by  the 
various  districts  of  the  State. 


Conventions  and  Gospel  Meetings 


Have  been  held  by  the  members  of  the  committee,  State  secre¬ 
tary,  and  representatives  of  the  various  surrounding  associations, 
in  the  following  places: — Oakdale,  Stroudsburg,  Jersey  Shore, 
Bellefonte,  State  College,  Unionville,  Jacksonville,  Centre  Hall, 
Buffalo  Run,  Port  Matilda,  Milesburg,  Tyrone,  Lewistown,  Han¬ 
over,  New  Oxford,  Arendtsville,  Gettysburg,  Germantown,  Bur- 
gettstown,  Blairsville,  Shamokin,  Danville,  Beaver  Falls,  Canton, 
Parker  City,  Plymouth,  Wilkesbarre,  Girard,  Fairview,  Har¬ 
bor  Creek,  North-East,  Bristol,  Reading,  Clarion,  Stratton ville, 
Mauch  Chunk,  Corry,  Prospect,  Bethlehem,  Dunbar,  Mifflin- 
burg, — forty-one  in  all.  In  each  of  these  places  meetings  have 
been  held  continuing  from  one  to  fifteen  days.  We  have  very 
much  to  encourage  us  from  the  result  of  these  gatherings.  They 
have  been  more  productive  of  good  than  ever  before.  The  great 
blessings  attending  many  of  them  have  been  truly  wonderful. 
Associations  and  workers  have  been  strengthened  and  led  to  see 
more  than  ever  the  special  and  blessed  mission  of  our  societies. 
In  many  instances  entire  towns  and  communities  with  their 
churches  have  been  drawn  together  in  united  work  for  Christ, 
resulting  in  large  accessions  to  the  various  churches.  The  young 
men  have  been  appealed  to,  many  of  whom  have  entered  upon 
an  active  Christian  life.  The  inquiry  or  after-meetings  have 
been  attended  in  every  place  by  some,  and  in  particular  places 
the  numbers  have  been  very  great.  At  Germantown,  the  meet¬ 
ings  were  continued  over  the  time  allotted.  At  Reading  they 
were  held  fifteen  days,  and  afterwards  continued  by  the  workers 
under  the  lead  of  the  pastors.  The  results  were  far  beyond  ex¬ 
pectations.  Fully  one  thousand  were  in  the  inquiry  meetings 
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during  their  progress,  and  the  churches  received  large  accessions. 
The  band  of  Christian  young  men  of  that  city  were  greatly 
blessed  and  strengthened  in  numbers.  So  also  at  Parker  City, 
Plymouth,  Canton,  Unionville,  Beaver  Falls,  Clarion,  Stratton- 
vi lie,  Emsworth,  Braddock’s  Field,  and  other  points. 

While  not  relying  upon  figures  to  measure  the  power  of  such 
work,  yet  the  reports  that  have  come  to  us  of  the  results  of  these 
gatherings  fully  warrant  us  in  saying  that  it  is  a  low  estimate  to 
say  that  fully  seven  thousand  have  made  profession  of  faith  in 
Christ  therefrom,  outside  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  you 
are  all  aware  was  greatly  blessed  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Messrs.  Moody  and  Sankey.  Besides  the  work  most  imme¬ 
diately  under  the  direction  of  your  State  committee,  there  was 
also  the 

Evangelistic  Work  of  Associations 

And  individuals  sent  out  by  them,  which  was  largely  increased 
last  year.  Williamsport  has  been  especially  active,  so  also 
Bellefonte,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg,  East  Liberty,  Erie,  Butler, 
Catfish,  Newville,  Blairsville,  Parkville,  Lebanon,  and  other 
points;  besides  which  the  Washington  county  executive  com¬ 
mittee  initiated  and  carried  out  a  series  of  meetings  at  eight 
different  points  in  preparation  for  our  Burgettstown  convention. 
These  meetings  were  very  much  blessed  in  the  awakening  of  the 
unconverted,  and  had  the  effect  of  securing  one  of  the  most 
largely  attended  and  successful  local  conventions  at  Burgettstown 
we  have  ever  held,  numbering  over  fifty  delegates.  Could  not 
other  districts  do  the  same  in  preparing  for  their  conventions? 

At  Troy  a  series  of  union  meetings  were  carried  on  under 
direction  of  the  association  at  that  place.  The  attendance  and 
interest  in  religious  things  that  followed  was  wonderful.  The 
entire  place  and  community  was  brought  under  its  influence.  So 
also  at  Parker  City  and  at  Clarion,  where  the  labors  of  one 
young  man  from  Pittsburg  were  greatly  blessed  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  work.  So  also  at  Altoona,  where  the  interest 
growing  out  of  our  State  convention  there  was  deepened  by  the 
after  labors  of  the  pastors  and  workers  in  union  meetings  and  in 
their  denominations,  the  result  of  which  was,  according  to  reports, 
large  accessions  to  the  various  churches.  Much  might  be  said 
also  of  the  labors  of  other  Associations,  in  their  own  fields,  of 
which,  however,  we  hope  to  hear  in  their  reports. 

Personal  Visits  of  the  Secretary 

Have  been  made,  in  addition  to  the  conferences,  in  each  of  the 
following  places,  in  which  he  has  either  held  a  private  conference 
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with  the  leading  workers  or  a  public  meeting  for  all,  and  in  most 
places  both  : — Emsworth,  East  Liberty,  Wood’s  Run,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pittsburg,  Harrisburg,  Erie,  Williamsport,  Altoona,  York, 
Easton,  New  Cumberland,  Newport,  Watsontown,  Butler,  Har¬ 
mony,  Whitestown,  Altoona  (railroad),  Parnassus,  Beaver  Falls, 
New  Florence,  Bellefonte,  Green  Tree,  Temperanceville,  Miles- 
burg,  and  Unionville,  giving  two  hundred  and  twenty  days  in 
the  direct  work  of  conducting  meetings  or  visitation,  and  person¬ 
ally  conducting  or  attending  five  hundred  and  twenty  services. 
This,  taken  together  with  the  labors  of  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  or  those  who  have  taken  their  places,  would  increase  the 
meetings  in  number  to  over  one  thousand,  and  would  make  what 
would  be  equivalent  to  nearly  two  years  of  time  if  performed 
by  one  person.  In  addition  to  this,  the 


Philadelphia  Convention, 

Conducted  by  Moody  and  San  key,  and  so  remarkable  for  its  size 
and  spirit,  was  attended  by  large  numbers  of  our  own  Associa¬ 
tions,  and  which  no  doubt  resulted  in  decided  quickening  of 
their  home  work.  In  addition, 


Personal  Correspondence  of  the  Secretary 

Has  been  conducted,  giving  information,  documents,  plan  of 
organization,  and  preparing  the  way  for  future  work,  with  the 
following  places: — New  Castle,  Industry,  New  Brighton,  Indi¬ 
ana,  Conemaugh,  Chester,  Allentown,  Mahoning  City,  Hazleton, 
Scottdale,  Claysville,  Oil  City,  Penfield,  Lewisburg,  Watson¬ 
town,  Bryn  Mawr,  Sewickley,  East  Brady,  Petrolia,  Glade 
Mills,  Selinsgrove,  Shirleysburg,  Huntingdon,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Bridesburg,  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  Concord,  Canonsburg,  and  West 
Lebanon. 


General  Secretaries. 

We  are  gratified  to  announce  that  Mr.  James  McConaughy, 
recently  of  Gettysburg,  and  more  recently  in  the  office  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Executive  Committee,  New  York  City,  has  been  called  to 
the  office  of  General  Secretary  of  our  Association  at  Harrisburg. 
Mr.  McConaughy  gave  us  one  week  of  valuable  service  last 
year  in  Adams  and  York  counties,  and  since  his  recent  coming 
to  Harrisburg,  has  visited  the  neighboring  Associations  of  New 
Cumberland  and  Newport.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  O.  R. 
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Stock  well,  General  Secretary  of  the  Erie  Association,  has  received 
and  accepted  a  call  to  the  same  position  in  the  Railway  Associa¬ 
tion  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  a  successor 
has  been  chosen  and  has  accepted,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Wayte, 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  We  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
each  of  our  Associations  in  the  larger  and  more  important  towns 
will  have  their  general  secretaries,  who  can  give  their  whole 
time  to  the  work. 


New  Buildings. 

The  Philadelphia  Association  has  now  completed  the  hand¬ 
somest  and  best  adapted  building  for  the  purpose  ever  constructed. 
They  will  take  possession,  it  is  hoped,  shortly,  and  may  their 
building  be  but  the  type  of  the  great  work  they  may  do  for  the 
Master.  Two  of  our  Associations  in  the  country — Cross  Creek 
and  Catfish — now  occupy  buildings  of  their  own  and  suitable  for 
their  purpose ;  while  the  Pleasantville  Association,  through  the 
generosity  of  one  of  their  members,  have  had  a  suite  of  rooms 
presented  to  them,  nicely  adapted  to  their  use,  for  as  long  a  time 
as  they  may  wish. 


New  Associations 

Have  been  formed  in  the  following  places  during  the  year : — 
Emsworth,  Bellevue,  Braddock’s  Field,  Girard,  North-East, 
Clarion,  Stratton ville,  East  Brady,  Claysville,  Canonsburg, 
Chester,  Chestnut  Hill,  Lebanon,  Newport,  New  Bloomfield, 
Huntingdon,  Centre  Hall,  Unionville,  Muncy,  Watsontown, 
Bloomsburg,  Hazleton,  Prospect,  Harmony,  Whitestown,  West 
Lebanon,  Penfield.  We  now  number  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Associations,  and  other  places  are  almost  ready  for  organization. 


The  Past  and  Future. 

Three  years  ago  your  committee  was  chosen  at  the  State  con¬ 
vention  held  at  Johnstown,  and  the  large  majority  were  members 
before  or  at  the  time  our  secretary  was  called  to  his  position, 
shortly  after  the  Erie  convention  which  met  five  years  ago.  At 
that  time  much  had  been  done  by  the  executive  committee  in 
distributing  documents  and  printed  matter  giving  information 
about  organizations.  Much  also  has  been  done  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  in  visiting  points  for  the  purpose  of  organizing,  and  also  by 
a  few  leading  Associations.  Yet  it  was  done  at  irregular  periods, 
and  did  not  meet  the  growing  demands  of  the  field.  It  was 
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decided  at  Erie  to  employ  a  State  secretary,  who  should  devote 
his  whole  time  under  direction  and  in  co-operation  with  the 
committee,  shortly  after  the  plan  of  systematic  visitation  by  the 
committee  was  commenced.  At  the  Erie  convention  over  fifty 
Associations  were  reported  as  existing  in  the  State.  In  was  after¬ 
wards  found  that  many  of  them  had  held  a  few  meetings  and 
then  disbanded  without  informing  the  executive  committee,  who 
supposed  they  were  still  in  existence;  others  became  disorganized 
since.  This  was  brought  about  through  various  causes,  chiefly 
lack  of  consecration,  encouragement, "or  knowledge  as  to  how  the 
work  should  be  conducted.  We  are  grateful  that  most  of  these 
places  have  organized  new  Associations.  We  now  find  in  the 
report  of  the  International  Toronto  Convention  the  names  of  but 
twenty-six  Associations  that  were  formed  previous  to  the  Erie 
convention,  so  that  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  organizations 
have  been  formed  since  your  committee  took  charge  of  the  work 
five  years  ago.  This  does  not  take  into  account  the  Associations 
that  have  been  formed  and  disbanded,  which  Ave  are  grateful  to 
say  is  but  comparatively  small.  Every  Association  (unless  re¬ 
cently  organized)  has  had  a  convention  and  gospel  meetings  held 
in  its  midst  under  the  direction  of  the  committee.  The  larger 
number  have  had  tAvo,  and  not  a  feAV  as  high  as  four  or  five, 
continuing  from  tAvo  to  five  days. 

Besides  this,  the  secretary  has  visited  every  Association  with 
but  few  exceptions  (which  may  have  been  inaccessible),  repeat¬ 
edly,  especially  the  Aveaker  points.  Where  these  visits  have 
tended  to  remove  difficulties,  they  have  been  repeated  as  high  as 
five  times  in  a  single  year  at  a  given  point.  Besides  this  we 
have  conducted  a  large  and  varied  correspondence,  not  only  with 
the  Associations  but  Avith  those  places  where  no  organizations 
exist,  so  that  the  Avay  might  be  prepared  for  reaching  them  Avith 
similar  societies.  This  has  involved  the  expenditure  of  time, 
thought,  thousands  of  miles  of  travel,  money,  and  individual 
effort,  all  of  Avhich,  so  far  as  we  have  had  our  share  in  bearing, 
has  been  cheerfully  laid  upon  the  altar  of  the  Master,  that  his 
name  might  be  glorified,  and  the  Association  cause  of  our  beloved 
State  blessed  in  saving  young  men  and  accomplishing  the  mis¬ 
sion  he  has  for  them  in  the  Avorld. 

T1  ie  three  years  for  Avhich  we  have  been  elected  will  expire  on 
the  first  of  October  next.  It  Avill  be  your  duty  to  select  those 
avIio  shall  succeed  us  in  this  ATery  responsible  position.  We  do 
not  use  the  Avord  responsible  unadAusedly.  If  it  Avas  responsible 
five  years  ago,  when  our  organizations  Avere  corapai’atively  feAv 
and  scattered,  how  much  more  so  when  Ave  iioav  have  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  organizations,  with  the  field  opening  up  on  every 
side  ready  for  us  to  enter  that  we  may  plant  and  reap,  as  they 
have  never  been  before.  Never  has  there  been  so  intelligent  an 
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understanding  of  our  special  mission,  or  such  widespread  sym¬ 
pathy  on  the  part  of  pastors  and  Christian  people  who  are  ready 
to  bid  us  God-speed.  Never  has  there  been  such  a  large,  conse¬ 
crated,  and  well-trained  band  of  workers  among  the  young  men 
of  our  State. 

It  has  never  been  our  aim  merely  to  multiply  Associations,  but 
rather  to  strengthen  existing  ones,  and  form  new  ones  where 
there  was  a  reasonable  degree  of  assurance  that  they  would  be 
maintained  and  become  permanently  useful.  We  have  also  en¬ 
deavored  to  keep  prominently  before  them  the  spiritual  work  of 
our  organizations  as  the  basis  of  their  work,  and  all  substantial 
good  they  could  accomplish.  The  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  and 
honored  us  with  a  healthy  growth,  and  placed  us  in  the  lead  of 
every  State  in  the  Union  in  the  number  of  organizations  (being 
seventy  more  than  any  other  State).  No  root  of  bitterness  has 
come  among  us  to  disturb.  We  have  been  heartily  united. 

But  we  cannot  close  without  saying  that  we  have  not  done  all 
we  might.  Much  more  could  have  been  done  had  we  given 
more  time  and  effort;  and  while  we  make  this  admission,  it  is 
also  true  that  very  many  Associations  could  have  done  more  in 
the  same  direction;  even  some  of  the  Associations  that  have 
reaped  most  largely,  and  have  received  the  fostering  care  of  the 
committee  the  most,  have  failed  to  respond  in  such  a  way  as  to 
show  that  they  properly  appreciate  their  work,  while  others 
have  responded  nobly  that  have  not  received  nearly  so  much 
attention.  We  speak  now  in  reference  to  contributions  to  meet 
our  necessary  expenses.  It  is  true  that  we  have  individual 
friends  to  help  us,  but  then  we  ought  to  be  growing  into  a 
position  where  we  can  help  ourselves.  We  do  not  speak  in  the 
way  of  finding  fault,  but  because  we  honestly  believe  it  would 
be  for  the  good  of  every  Association  to  give  something,  even  if 
only  a  few  dollars  a  year.  A  large  number  of  our  Associations 
are  in  places  where  they  have  but  little  expense,  surely  if  they 
would  set  about  it  and  do  without  something  that  is  of  expense 
and  of  little  practical  use  they  could  do  this.  Even  their  work 
should  so  impress  itself  upon  a  community  as  to  warrant  them 
in  asking  the  people  for  a  small  contribution  for  such  purposes. 

We  speak  to  you,  dear  brethren,  in  this  way,  because  it  is 
your  work,  and  you  are  to  reap  its  good  fruits  by  having  our 
conferences  and  gospel  meetings  in  your  midst  or  immediate 
region.  But  let  no  Association  feel  it  is  bound  to  contribute  a 
certain  amount.  Our  contributions  have  always  been  voluntary, 
and  it  is  best  they  should  be  continued  so. 

We  ask  of  you,  dear  brethren,  that  whoever  may  be  our 
sucessors  appointed  by  this  Convention,  you  will  gather  about 
them  with  your  sympathies  and  prayers  as  well  as  contributions. 
Without  the  former  the  latter  will  avail  but  little.  As  the 
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representatives  of  your  various  organizations,  will  you  lay  this 
upon  your  hearts  and  minds,  carry  it  to  your  homes,  talk  about 
it  to  your  Associations  and  in  your  public  meetings,  so  that 
when  the  next  Executive  Committee  or  its  agents  shall  meet 
you  in  the  conventions  and  gospel  meetings  to  be  held  in  your 
region  or  midst  during  the  coming  fall  or  winter,  they  will 
meet  with  a  more  intelligent  and  warmer  sympathy  by  the 
Associations  and  Christian  people  generally? 

We  close  by  expressing  our  profound  sense  of  gratitude  to 
God,  who  has  led  us  through  these  years  of  service,  and  given 
us  such  marks  of  his  approval,  and  for  the  large  numbers 
whom  we  are  led  to  believe  have  accepted  Christ  and  are  now 
in  his  service,  and  the  constant  favors  we  have  received  from 
him  in  our  endeavors  to  glorify  him,  by  the  work  of  our 
beloved  Associations.  We  also  express  thanks  to  the  many 
kind  friends  both  in  and  out  of  the  Association  who  have  helped 
us  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  by  their  sympathy,  attention, 
time,  prayers,  contributions,  and  hospitality.  We  remain 


in  the  service  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 

John  Wanamaker 


Your 

H.  K.  Porter, 

D.  E.  Smart, 

James  A.  Beaver, 
W.  E.  Davenport, 
A.  Blair, 

J.  E.  Hall, 

G.  S.  Bennett, 


James  McCormick,  Jr.. 
Wm.  Adamson, 

S.  Q.  Brown, 

H.  H.  Otto, 

W.  Iv.  Jennings, 

W.  C.  Cattell. 

S.  A.  Taggart,  Secretary. 


Will  each  delegate  preserve  a  copy  of  this  report,  and  have 
it  read  before  his  Association  at  the  earliest  opportunity  on 
his  return  home  ? 


The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Report. 

Mr.  James  McConaughy,  General  Secretary,  then  addressed 
the  Convention  on  the  fourth  topic — “  How  shall  Associations 
best  co-operate  with  each  other?”  for  fifteen  minutes,  followed  by 
general  discussion.  Convention  closed  by  singing  and  bene¬ 
diction. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  half-past  two  devotional  exercises  were  led  by  D.  C.  Ivolp, 
Harrisburg,  after  which  General  Beaver  spoke  upon  the  topic — 
“ Finances  of  Associations:  How  shall  they  be  best  raised  and 
expended?”  followed  by  discussion.  The  substance  of  his  address 
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will  be  found  in  the  Hints  and  Helps  in  another  place  in  this 
Report. 

Subscriptions  in  aid  of  the  State  work  for  the  coming  year 
were  then  made  by  the  various  Associations  represented,  nearly 
every  one  pledging  a  certain  amount  in  its  aid.  (The  report  of 
the  treasui’er  of  the  committee  will  be  found  on  the  last  page.) 

W.  P.  Crombie,  Toronto,  Ont.,  then  addressed  the  Convention 
on  behalf  of  the  International  Executive  Committee,  giving  an 
interesting  account  of  its  work,  and  an  earnest  presentation  of 
its  claims. 

Reports  from  Associations  were  then  heard  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  persons : — G.  C.  Horning,  Altoona ;  H.  J.  Auckenman, 
Altoona  (railroad),  Arendtsville ;  J.  F.  Kime,  Bakerstown;  Rev. 
W.  G.  Stewart,  Bellefonte ;  Isaac  Mitchell,  Buffalo  Village, 
reported  by  R.  G.  Orr,  of  Pittsburg;  Bethlehem,  E.  S.  'Valle ; 
Blairsville,  John  Hill ;  Danville,  C.  H.  Zehnder ;  Erie,  V.  R. 
Davenport ;  Germantown,  William  Adamson ;  Hazleton,  J.  R. 
Rote  ;  Harrisburg,  D.  C.  Ivolp ;  Hughesville,  J.  W.  Baker ; 
Lafayette  College,  F.  X.  Turner;  Lebanon  (German),  W.  C. 
Wickert;  Lewistown,  X.  F.  Browne;  Lewisburg, G.  X.  Lefevre. 
Convention  sang,  “  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus’  name.” 

Reports  continued  :  Lock  Haven,  J.  G.  B.  Kinsloe ;  Maha- 
noy  City,  C.  H.  Seem;  Mauch  Chunk,  H.  H.  Webster;  Mifflin- 
burg,  Rev.  W.  L.  Heisler ;  Milton,  J.  F.  Wolfinger ;  Muncy, 
A.  R.  Miller;  Packerton  reported  by  H.  H.  Webster.  S.  A. 
Taggart  then  introduced  G.  A.  Hall,  State  Secretary  of  the  Xew 
York  Associations,  who  was  warmly  welcomed  by  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  Adjourned  by  singing,  and  benediction  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Beeber,  Danville. 

EVEXIXG  SESSIOX. 

At  half-past  seven  the  session  commenced  with  a  praise  and 
promise  meeting,  led  by  J.  G.  B.  Kinsloe,  Lock  Haven,  for  one- 
half  hour.  A  telegram  from  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  received  and  read  by  the  President,  as  follows : — 

“  Greetings  to  the  Brethren. — Let  us  keep  this  dear  aid 
Commonwealth  in  the  advance  line  of  Christian  work.  Regret 
I  cannot  be  with  you.” 

T.  J.  Gillespie,  of  Pittsburg,  then  addressed  the  Convention 
for  fifteen  minutes  on  topic  Xo.  1 — “  The  study  of  the  Bible :  How 
can  it  be  promoted  in  the  various  departments  of  Association 
work?”  (It  is  regretted  that  his  address  as  well  as  Mr. 
McConaughy’s  cannot  be  published  in  this  report.)  General 
discussion  was  continued  for  one-half  hour.  A  special  season  of 
prayer  for  God’s  blessing  upon  the  meetings  of  this  Convention 
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and  the  work  of  our  Associations  during  the  coming  year  was 
conducted  by  General  Beaver,  and  occupied  the  remainder  of 
the  session.  At  the  close  a  very  earnest  invitation  was  given  by 
the  leader  for  any  who  desired  to  accept  Christ  to  signify  it  by 
rising.  A  number  arose,  and  special  prayer  was  offered  for 
hem. 


MORNING  SESSION— SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23d. 

At  nine  o’clock  devotional  exercises  for  one-half  hour,  led  by 
G.  S.  Bennett,  Wilkesbarre.  Convention  called  to  order  by  the 
President.  The  minutes  of  Friday’s  proceedings  read  and 
adopted. 

Reports  from  Associations  not  yet  heard  from  were  continued: 
New  Bloomfield,  S.  K.  Sanderson;  New  Cumberland,  J.  A. 
Freeman  ;  Newport,  J.  E.  Mitchell ;  New  Oxford,  J.  II.  Hersh; 
Parker  City,  A.  B.  Rice;  Philadelphia,  L.  P.  Rowland ;  Pitts¬ 
burg,  T.  J.  Gillespie;  East  Liberty,  S.  L.  Fullwood  ;  Plymouth, 

B.  B.  Antrim ;  Prospect,  C.  C.  Sullivan ;  Princeton,  A.  M. 
Reed;  Reading,  J.  E.  Price;  Shamokin,  W.  A.  Keagy;  State 
College,  J.  W.  Heston  ;  Watsontown,  George  Lippincott;  Wil- 
kiusburg,  Smith  Agnew ;  Troy,  J.  R.  Willour;  Williamsport, 

C.  C.  Shortley  ;  Washingtonville,  John  Johnston  ;  West  Leba¬ 
non,  Samuel  Henry;  Wilkesbarre,  G.  S.  Bennett;  Wood’s  Run, 
F.  R.  Brocklebank;  York,  N.  IT.  Shearer;  Canton,  D.  W. 
White ;  Bloomsburg,  E.  H.  Whitman.  It  is  regretted  that 
these  reports,  which  were  almost  without  exception  of  the  most 
cheering  kind,  will  have  to  be  omitted  for  the  present  year  to 
give  way  for  other  matter  that  is  deemed  of  the  most  essential 
kind  at  this  stage  of  our  work. 

N.  F.  Browne,  Lewistown,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Executive  Committee’s  Report,  submitted  the  following : — 

The  Committee  on  Report  of  State  Executive  Committee  have 
examined  said  report,  and  congratulate  this  Convention  upon 
the  success  which  has  attended  their  labors,  and  while  we  heartily 
endorse  all  the  suggestions  therein  made,  we  desire  to  urge  the 
special  attention  of  this  Convention  to  the  following  items  : — 

1.  We  earnestly  recommend  the  division  of  the  State  into  the  twenty  districts 
specified  in  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Executive  Committee. 
That  one  member  from  each  district  constitute  the  State  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  said  committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  Convention  (in  so  far  as  men 
fitted  for  the  position  and  willing  to  undertake  it  can  be  found  in  each 
district),  for  the  period  of  three  years,  the  committee  having  power  to  fill 
vacancies,  four  of  this  number  being  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
We  further  submit  the  following-named  gentlemen  as  the  members  of  this 
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State  Executive  Committee: — -General  James  A.  Beaver  (Chairman),  Belle- 
fonte;  H.  K.  Porter  (Treasurer),  Pittsburg  ;  William  Adamson,  Philadelphia; 
D.  E.  Small,  York;  W.  K.  Jennings,  Pittsburg;  J.  E.  Hall,  Parker  City; 
F.  L.  Hitchcock,  Scranton;  John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia;  W.  B.  Daven¬ 
port,  Erie;  G.  S.  Bennett,  Wilkesbarre;  James  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg; 
Samuel  Hersh,  Pleasantville ;  James  H.  Mann,  Lewistown ;  W.  C.  Cattell, 
Easton ;  H.  H.  Otto,  Williamsport ;  John  Hill,  Blairsville ;  J.  H.  Sternburg, 
Beading. 

2.  We  recommend  the  forming  of  executive  committees  in  each  district,  these 
executive  committees  to  be  composed  of  the  various  corresponding  members 
of  counties  with  the  members  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  nearest  to 
them,  together  with  those  persons,  from  different  parts  of  their  districts,  whom 
they  may  select  to  co-operate  with  them.  The  corresponding  members  to  be 
designated  by  the  State  Executive  Committee,  but  regularly  appointed  each 
year  by  the  State  Convention.  We  further  urge  that  this  work  be  entered 
upon  as  speedily  as  possible  in  every  district  where  it  is  practicable.  We 
submit  the  following  names  for  corresponding  members  for  counties : — L.  P. 
Bowland,  Philadelphia;  S.  L.  Fullwood,  East  Liberty;  T.  D.  Cunningham, 
Blairsville;  F.  C.  Johnston,  Wilkesbarre;  C.  H.  Zehnder,  Danville;  J.  B.  G. 
Kinsloe,  Lock  Haven;  John  B.  Hersh,  New  Oxford;  N.  F.  Browne,  Lewis- 
town;  F.  Moon,  Maueh  Chunk;  Edwin  James,  Newville;  W.  E.  Wayte, 
Erie;  E.  G.  Harrison,  Hulmeville;  Charles  F.  Cook,  Bellefonte;  Bev.  John 
Morrow,  Taylorstown ;  Henry  Small,  York;  John  T.  Boberts,  Germantown; 
A.  B.  Bice,  Parker  City;  J.  E.  Cassel,  Mt.  Joy;  J.  A.  Bondthaler,  Lebanon; 
W.  C.  Stewart,  Beaver  Falls;  G.  F.  Jones,  Altoona;  S.  G.  Brown,  Pleasant¬ 
ville;  E.  S.  Walle,  Bethlehem;  John  F.  Lowry,  Butler;  B.  A.  Orbison, 
Huntingdon ;  J.  W.  Duter,  Harrisburg ;  A.  B.  Miller,  Muncy.  In  this 
connection  we  call  your  special  attention  to  the  second  paragraph  under  this 
head,  in  the  report  of  your  State  Executive  Committee,  relative  to  district 
conventions. 

3.  We  believe  too  much  importance  cannot  be  attached  to  the  suggestions  of 
the  State  Committee.  All  our  churches  seek  systematic  methods  of  raising 
funds  for  church  work.  The  primitive  church  set  us  an  example  in  this 
respect,  and  wise  leaders  have  sought  to  follow  and,  if  possible,  to  improve 
upon  the  advice  of  the  fathers.  Let  each  one  resolve  to  give  as  the  Lord  has 
prospered  him,  laying  aside  each  month  or,  better  still,  each  week,  some 
portion  for  the  work,  at  the  same  time  urging  a  similar  course  upon  the 
attention  of  every  other  brother,  and  we  shall  soon  find  our  Associations  self- 
sustaining.  By  all  means  see  to  it  that  State  officers  are  never  called  upon  to 
beg.  The  legitimate  duty  of  our  Secretary  is  evangelistic  work,  and  to  give 
counsel  to  brethren ;  that  of  the  Treasurer,  to  husband  the  funds  which  you 
are  to  raise  and  to  place  in  his  hands.  And  let  this  be,  as  far  as  possible,  a 
separate  and  distinct  work,  so  that  when  you  hold  a  meeting  for  the  professed 
purpose  of  awakening  sinners  and  having  your  own  hearts  revived,  this 
purpose  may  be  maintained  and  strictly  adhered  to. 

4.  We  recommend  that  Major  Frew,  of  Pittsburg,  be  appointed  a  special 
committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer’s  accounts  after  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal 
year. 

5.  We  would  “call  upon  our  souls  and  all  that  is  within  us”  to  praise  and 
magnify  the  name  of  Him  “  who  has  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are 
glad.”  We  believe  “  the  good  hand  of  the  Lord  our  God  is  upon  us,”  and 
“  in  His  name  will  we  set  up  our  Tjanners.” 

.  (Signed)  N.  F.  BBOWNE, 

JAMES  McCONAUGHY, 

G.  W.  LEFEVRE, 

J.  W.  HESTON. 

On  motion  of  R.  G.  Orr,  Pittsburg,  the  report  was  received 
and  adopted. 
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Special  prayer  was  offered  by  William  Adamson,  Germantown, 
after  which  he  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Executive  Committee  are  hereby  instructed  to 
communicate  with  every  Association  in  the  State,  setting  forth  the  necessity 
of  employing,  at  no  distant  day,  an  Assistant  State  Secretary,  and  that  they 
endeavor  to  impress  upon  each  Association  the  necessity  of  systematic  contri¬ 
butions  in  aiding  the  State  missionary  work. 

General  James  A.  Beaver  offered  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be,  and  are,  hereby  authorized  to 
employ  an  Assistant  State  Secretary,  whenever  in  their  judgment  the  work 
requires  his  services  and  the  committee  have  at  their  command  not  less  than 
the  sum  of  $4000  in  cash  or  bona  fide  subscriptions  to  that  amount. 

Topic  No.  3 — “  How  shall  Inquiry  Meetings  be  conducted,  and 
how  best  deal  with  Inquirers?”  was  opened  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall 
in  an  address  of  fifteen  minutes,  and  was  followed  by  general 
remarks.  After  report  of  the  Business  and  Devotional  Com¬ 
mittees  for  the  afternoon  and  evening  exercises,  Convention 
adjourned.  Singing  and  benediction. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Two  o’clock,  devotional  exercises  one-half  hour,  in  connection 
with  remarks  by  a  number  upon  “  How  to  hold  Inquiry  Meet¬ 
ings  and  best  deal  with  Inquirers.”  This  was  continued  by 
Rev.  Irvin  H.  Torrence,  of  Philadelphia,  and  others. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents  from  the 
remaining  sessions  of  the  Convention,  on  motion  of  General  J. 
A.  Beaver,  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary,  was  asked  to  preside 
during  the  remainder  of  the  Convention. 

In  the  absence  of  J.  R.  Hersh,  Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  An 
address  of  fifteen  minutes  was  then  delivered  by  J.  R.  Willour, 
Troy,  on  topic  No.  5 — “  How  shall  Union  Meetings  under  the 
direction  of  Associations  in  smaller  towns  be  conducted  so  as  to 
secure  the  most  general  co-operation  and  good  ?”  followed  by 
three  minutes  remarks.  On  motion,  William  P.  Lloyd,  Mechan- 
icsburg,  who  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  Union  Normal  Bible 
Class  of  that  place,  was  admitted  as  delegate  to  the  Convention. 
He  was  called  upon  to  address  the  Convention  upon  the  pecu¬ 
liar  work  of  this  class,  and  responded  as  follows : — 

* 

MECHANICSBURGr  UNION  NORMAL  BIBLE  CLASS. 

This  class  was  started  in  February,  1874,  by  a  few  persons  from  the  different 
churches  of  the  town-meeting  once  a  week  for  Bible  study.  It  has  grown, 
during  the  two  and  a  half  years  of  its  existence,  to  an  average  attendance  of 
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over  two  hundred.  Its  sessions  are  held  every  Sunday  afternoon,  and  con¬ 
tinue  one  hour.  The  exercises  consist  of  an  opening  hymn,  short  prayer, 
thirty  minutes  instruction  on  the  lesson  for  the  next  Sunday  by  the  leader, 
and  questions  and  remarks  on  the  lesson  by  members  of  the  class,  to  the  close 
of  the  hour.  The  class  is  under  the  exclusive  direction  of  the  leader  during 
its  sessions,  who  controls  all  its  exercises,  and  acts  both  as  teacher  and  moder¬ 
ator.  He  also  appoints  the  person  to  succeed  him  on  the  following  Sunday. 
It  has  no  other  officers,  and  the  simplicity  of  its  organization  and  workings 
is  regarded  as  one  of  its  best  features.  The  meetings  are  held  in  the  several 
churches,  moving  from  one  to  the  other  in  regular  order.  The  class  is  com¬ 
posed  of  the  ministers,  Sunday-school  superintendents  and  teachers,  and  of 
other  members  from  all  denominations  of  the  town,  seven  in  number,  and  the 
greatest  harmony  and  good  feeling  prevail  at  its  meetings. 

On  starting  this  class  it  was  feared  that  the  various  sectarian  views  repre¬ 
sented  by  its  members  might  produce  bickerings  and  contentions  that  would 
destroy  its  influence  for  good.  But  a  tacit  understanding  among  its  members 
to  discourage  any  spirit  of  quibbling  or  debate,  together  with  the  blessing  of 
God  in  answer  to  prayer  for  Christian  charity  and  forbearance,  entirely 
removed  this  greatest  danger  to  its  success.  Instead  of  the  differences  and 
dissensions  feared,  it  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  a  most  efficient  promoter  of 
Christian  union. 

The  gratifying  success  of  the  class  in  this  respect,  and  its  present  flourishing 
condition,  after  thirty-one  months. of  trial,  have  produced  a  strong  conviction 
in  the  minds  of  the  Christian  workers  of  Meckaniesburg  that  the  only  way 
to  make  union  meetings  permanent  in  their  influence  for  good  is  to  make  them 
meetings  for  Bible  study. 

Some  of  the  numerous  other  good  results  of  this  class  may  he  briefly 
enumerated,  as  follows : — 

1.  Several  of  the  ministers  of  our  town  testify  to  a  marked  increase  of 
interest  shown  by  their  congregations  in  the  preaching  services,  and  also  say 
that  they  have  themselves  been  greatly  benefited  by  attending  the  meetings  of 
the  class.  The  familiar  intercourse  and  interchange  of  views  have  made 
them  acquainted  with  their  people’s  wants,  and  have  furnished  them  many 
practical  and  effective  themes  for  the  pulpit. 

2.  Its  availability  in  evangelizing  work  hrfs  been  manifest  in  the  Christian 
efforts  that  have  been  put  forth  under  its  auspices,  such  as  holding  union 
prayer-meetings,  appointing  committees  for  mission  work,  and  especially  in 
cultivating  that  feeling  of  Christian  brotherhood  and  fellowship  which  adds 
so  much  to  the  efficiency  of  revival  efforts.  Its  influence,  in  this  regard,  on 
the  revivals  of  our  town  last  winter  was  most  encouraging,  and  was  marked 
by  the  most  blessed  results.  It  is  now  a  permanent  association  of  Christians  in 
our  midst,  which  meets  at  regular  stated  intervals,  and  through  which  all 
Christian  enterprises  can  be  brought  to  the  immediate  notice  of  all  our  earnest 
Christian  workers. 

3.  It  has  also  served  as  a  most  excellent  school  for  young  converts,  and 
many  with  us  to-day  attest  its  precious  influence. 

4.  The  teaching  power  in  our  Sunday-schools  has  also  been  greatly  increased 
by  it,  and  much  latent  talent  for  the  Master’s  work  developed. '  One  very 
promising  young  man,  now  an  assistant  superintendent  in  one  of  our  schools, 
and  a  number  of  excellent  teachers,  have  been  brought  out  solely  through  its 
instrumentality. 

5.  The  interest  it  has  awakened  in  the  study  of  the  Bible  in  our  com¬ 
munity  has  extended  to  the  workshops,  stores,  and  street-corners,  and  has 
brought  a  number  of  careless,  non-church-going  persons  first  to  the  class  and 
then  into  the  church. 

6.  But  its  most  striking  effects  are  seen  in  the  large  increase  of  adult 
members  in  our  Sunday-schools.  Two  of  the  schools  have  been  compelled  to 
provide  additional  space  by  increasing  the  dimensions  of  their  rooms.  Several 
of  the  schools  have  four  and  five  adult  Bible  classes,  some  of  them  numbering 


20 


thirty  and  forty  members ;  and  in  all  of  the  schools,  with  one  or  two  excep¬ 
tions,  more  than  half  the  church  congregation  are  found,  parent  and  child, 
sitting  side  by  side,  “  searching  the  Scriptures." 

Reports,  of  five  minutes  each,  were  then  heard  on  the  work 
of  corresponding  members  for  counties,  from  F.  C.  Johnston, 
Wilkesbarre ;  J.  G.  Kinsloe,  Lock  Haven.  The  convention 
then  spent  a  half  hour  in  asking  and  receiving  answers  to 
questions  upon  all  phases  of  Association.  The  time  was  very 
profitably  spent.  R.  A.  Orr  was  then  requested  to  continue  the 
discussion  of  topic  6 — “  Aroung  converts :  How  shall  they  be 
best  helped  in  Christian  work  ?  ”  He  was  followed  by  G.  A. 
Hall,  L.  P.  Rowland,  and  others  on  the  same  subject.  H.  B. 
Thompson,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  reported 
the  following 

List  of  Delegates  : 

Altoona. — G-.  Reeves,  G.  C.  Horning,  Altoona  (Railroad)  Christian  Associ¬ 
ation,  E.  J.  Skelly,  H.  J.  Aukerman,  G.  F.  Jones. 

Arendtsville. — J.  F.  Kime. 

Bakerstown. — Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart. 

Bellefonte. — Gen.  James  A.  Beaver,  Isaac  Mitchell. 

Bethlehem. — Rev.  J.  T.  Swindells,  E.  S.  Walle. 

Blairsville. — John  Hill,  Joseph  Moorhead. 

Bloomsburg. — J.  H.  Berry,  Rev.  S.  Mitchell,  E.  H.  Whitman,  F.  A.  Beid- 
leman,  James  Mollard. 

Canton. — D.  W.  White,  J.  D.  Tyler. 

Chester. — Rev.  Joseph  Welch. 

Corresponding  Members. — Revs.  W.  G.  Houck,  J.  P.  Moore,  M.  L.  Shindel, 
M.  C.  Horne,  G.  C.  Hall,  W.  A.  McAtee,  T.  R.  Beeber,  J.  T.  Wilson,  J.  W. 
Early,  J.  E.  Bradley,  Danville;  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall,  New  York  City;  W.  P. 
Crombie,  Toronto  ;  Rev.  N.  S.  Lowrie,  Gorham,  Pa. 

Danville. — C.  II.  Zehnder,  M.'  Shins,  G.  F.  Montague,  J.  D.  Cook,  J.  M. 
Coulter,  J.  M.  Gibbs,  E.  W.  Wetzell,  M.  G.  Thornton,  D.  C.  Hunt,  W.  D. 
Zehnder,  D.  S.  Bloom,  H.  H.  Yorgy,  J.  D.  S.  Rhoads. 

Easton. — Rev.  Dr.  Cattell. 

Erie.— W.  R.  Davenport,  J.  W.  Gensheimer,  W.  E.  Wayte. 

Germantown. —  Sheldon  Potter,  William  Adamson. 

Harrisburg. — James  McCormick,  Jr.,  D.  C.  Kolps,  C.  L.  Boyer,  D.  Q. 
Diven,  James  McConaughy. 

Hazleton. — J.  R.  Rote. 

Hughesville.— J.  W.  Baker,  R.  P.  Butler,  W.  B.  Hill. 

Lafayette  College. — Frank  N.  Turner,  E.  J.  Knox,  H.  O.  Scott. 

Lebanon  ( German). — W.  C.  Wickert. 

Lewistown. — N.  F.  Browne. 

Lewisburg.- — P.  N.  Schuwenk,  G.  N.  Lefevre,  J.  B.  Carshuff,  C.  W. 
Loagboy,  D.  Kines. 

Lock  Haven. — J.  B.  G.  Kinsloe. 

Mahanoy  City. — C.  H.  Seem. 

McConnellsburg. — Rev.  R.  F.  McClean. 

Mifflinsburg. — -J.  F.  Gutelius,  A.  F.  Gast,  Rev.  W.  L.  Heisler,  J.  L.  Strong. 
Mechanicsburg. — William  P.  Lloyd. 

Milton. — G.  F.  Wolfinger,  W.  F.  Clingan,  W.  Snyder. 

Muncy. — Charles  Petriken,  A.  R.  Miller,  Charles  Filges,  Newton  Bear, 
James  Rankin. 

New  Bloomfield. — S.  K.  Sanderson. 

New  Cumberland. — J.  A.  Freeman. 

Newport. — J.  H.  Cumber,  John  E.  Mitchell. 

New  Oxfo'rd. — John  R.  Hersh. 

Parker  City. — A.  B.  Rice,  J.  P.  Parker. 
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Philadelphia. — Thomas  Marshall,  L.  P.  Howland,  J.  T.  Shillingford,  Rev. 
Irvin  H.  Torrence. 

Pittsburg. — H.  K.  Porter,  T.  G.  Gillespie,  R.  A.  Orr. 

Pittsbury  {JEast  Liberty). — S.  L.  Full  wood,  W.  S.  Fulton. 

Pleasantville. — Samuel  Q.  Brown. 

Plymouth. — B.  B.  Antrim,  Irwin  Schipp,  Thomas  Haines. 

Prospect. — C.  C.  Sullivan,  F.  P.  Critchlow. 

Princeton. — Rev.  A.  M.  Reed,  W.  Kildoo. 

heading , — J.  E.  Price. 

Shamokin. — W.  A.  Keagy,  0.  Stormbeck,  Philip  Thomas. 

State  College. — J.  W.  Heston. 

Shattonville. — Rev.  O.  A.  Elliott. 

Summit  Sill. — J.  B.  Kolb. 

Taylorstoum. — Rev.  .John  Morrow. 

Troy. — J.  R.  Willour,  D.  Mitchell,  J.  W.  Corell. 

Watsontown. — G.  A.  Lippincott,  S.  C.  McVicker. 

Washingtonville. — Rev.  John  Johnston,  H.  C.  Snyder,  Peter  Leydey,  W.  M. 
Robinson. 

West  Lebanon. — Samuel  Henry. 

Whitestovm. — J.  C.  Boggs. 

Williamsport. — Rev.  W.  E.  Clapp,  H.  Vanbuskirk,  C.  C.  Shortley,  E.  H. 
Blair,  H.  A.  SchalJ. 

Wilkesbarre. — F.  C.  Johnson,  George  S.  Bennett. 

Wilkinsburg. — -Smith  Agnew,  Jr. 

Wood's  Run. — F.  R.  Brocklefank. 

York. — N.  H.  Shearer,  H.  B.  Thompson. 

State  at  Large. — Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary. 

The  next  thing  in  order  was  the  selection  of  the  place  for 
holding  the  next  State  Convention.  Captain  S.  L.  Fullwood, 
seconded  by  W.  S.  Fulton,  extended  a  cordial  invitation  from 
East  Liberty.  On  motion,  the  selection  of  a  place  was  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu¬ 
tions,  presented  the  following: — 

1.  Resolved,  That  our  hearty  thanks  are  hereby  extended  to  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall, 
State  Secretary,  New  York;  W.  P.  Crombie,  Provincial  Secretary  of  Canada, 
for  their  presence  and  inspiring  words,  and  assure  them  of  the  great  benefit 
we  have  received  by  their  presence  in  our  midst. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  would  urge  upon  the  Associations  of  the 
State  the  observance  of  the  second  Lord’s  Day  of  November  as  a  day  of 
prayer,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  late  International 
Convention,  and  we  would  especially  urge  that  every  Association  would  take 
up  a  collection  for  the  work  of  the  International  Committee. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are  hereby  extended  to  the 
citizens  of  Danville  for  the  cordial  hospitality  they  have  extended  to  us ;  to 
the  Pastors  of  the  churches  and  the  Associations  of  this  place  for  their 
co-operation  and  sympathy  in  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  to  the 
officers  of  the  churches  occupied  by  this  Convention;  to  Miss  May  Dreiplus, 
who  added  to  the  interest  by  presiding  at  the  organ ;  to  the  editor  of  the  “Mon¬ 
tour  American”  for  the  reports  of  the  Convention  gratuitously  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  ;  to  the  various  railroad  companies  for  reduced  fares. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

IV.  G.  STEWART, 

J.  R.  ROTE, 

L.  P.  ROWLAND, 
JOHN  HILL, 

R.  G.  ORR. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
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After  reports  from  the  Devotional  and  Business  Committees 
of  the  order  of  exercises  for  this  evening  and  to-morrow,  the 
Convention  adjourned,  with  prayer  and  benediction  by  Rev.  J. 
T.  Swindells,  Bethlehem. 


ST.  PAUL’S  M.  E.  CHURCH,  7J  P.  M. 

The  Convention  assembled,  S.  G.  Taggart  presiding.  Singing, 
“Precious  promise.”  Rev.  J.  T.  Swindells,  Bethlehem,  led  in 
prayer.  Rev.  W.  G.  Stewart,  Bakerstown,  read  a  part  of  sev¬ 
enty-second  Psalm. 

The  Devotional  Committee  made  their  final  report,  announ¬ 
cing  a  list  of  speakers  to  fill  the  various  pulpits  to-morrow  fore¬ 
noon,  and  to  address  the  Sabbath-schools. 

A  Bible  reading,  subject,  “Christian  Work,”  was  then  given 
by  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall.  It  was  of  great  interest  and  profit  to  all. 

T.  J.  Gillespie,  Pittsburg,  then  conducted,  for  half  an  hour,  a 
very  interesting  service  of  song. 

S.  A.  Taggart  closed  the  meeting  with  an  address,  and  at  its 
close  gave  an  invitation  to  any  who  desired  to  rise  for  prayer. 
A  number  arose  in  response  to  the  invitation.  The  exercises 
closed  by  singing  the  Doxology  and  pronouncing  benediction. 
An  after-meeting  for  inquirers  was  held,  which  was  attended  by 
a  number  who  desired  to  accept  Christ. 


SABBATH-DAY  EXERCISES. 


At  nine  o’clock  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall  led  a  conversation  meeting 
in  the  Baptist  Church.  It  will  long  be  remembered  by  those 
who  were  in  attendance.  Truly  it  was  sitting  in  heavenly  places 
to  be  there. 

At  the  request  of  the  pastors  and  by  appointment  of  the  Devo¬ 
tional  Committee,  according  to  the  usual  custom,  three  or  four  of 
the  delegates  were  appointed  to  occupy  each  pulpit,  delivering 
short  addresses  to  the  various  congregations.  In  like  manner 
the  various  Sabbath-schools  were  visited. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  four  o’clock,  a  young  men’s  meeting  was 
held.  The  spacious  building  was  crowded.  Every  seat  of  the 
space  reserved  for  young  men  was  taken.  Short,  earnest,  Scrip¬ 
tural  remarks  were  addressed  to  the  young  men.  The  power  of 
God  was  manifest.  A  number  rose  for  prayers  and  remained 
for  the  after-meeting  as  inquirers. 
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IN  THE  EVENING 

Two  closing  meetings  were  held,  one  in  St.  Paul’s  M.  E. 
Church,  presided  over  by  S.  A.  Taggart,  and  the  other  in  the 
Mahoning  Presbyterian  Church,  presided  over  by  W.  R.  Daven¬ 
port.  Very  large  congregations  were  in  attendance  at  both 
places.  In  the  latter  place  L.  P.  Rowland,  Philadelphia;  Sheldon 
Potter,  Germantown;  James  Hill,  Blairsville;  W.  S.  Fulton,  East 
Liberty  ;  T.  J.  Gillespie,  Pittsbui’g;  and  W.  R.  Davenport,  Erie, 
addressed  the  congregation. 

In  St.  Paul’s  M.  E.  Church,  Rev.  Irvin  H.  Torrence,  on 
behalf  of  the  citizens  and  Christian  people  of  Danville,  extended 
hearty  thanks  for  the  coming  of  the  delegates  among  them. 

Rev.  Joseph  Welch,  Chester;  John  Morrow,  Taylorstown; 
James  McConaughy,  Harrisburg;  R.  A.  Orr,  Pittsburg;  W.  P. 
Crombie,  Toronto;  G.  A.  Hall,  New  York;  and  S.  G.  Taggart, 
addressed  the  congregation.  The  spiritual  interest  was  very 
deep.  Large  numbers  arose  in  response  to  an  invitation  for 
prayers.  The  after-meeting  for  inquirers  was  largely  attended, 
attesting  the  peculiar  presence  and  power  of  God’s  spirit  pervad¬ 
ing  the  hearts  of  all.  For  more  than  an  hour  inquirers  were 
talked  and  pi’ayed  with,  and  many  it  is  hoped  found  peace  in 
believing.  Such  scenes  very  fittingly  ended  one  of  the  most 
instructive  and  at  the  same  time  spiritual  conventions  ever  held 
in  the  State.  Such  closing  scenes  will  linger  long  in  the  memo- 
ries  of  those  who  were  present.  When  the  delegates  joined 
hands,  forming  a  semi-circle  around  the  spacious  church,  and 
sang,  “Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds,”  the  already  very  deep  interest 
seemed  only  to  become  more  profound;  and  in  the  deep  silence 
earnest,  tender  words  of  thanksgiving  and  petition  were  offered, 
when  all  separated,  to  begin  anew  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  their 
several  fields  of  labor. 
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ASSOCIATIONS  IN  SMALL  PLACES:  HOW  CAN  THEY  BECOME  PER¬ 
MANENT  IN  THEIR  INFLUENCE  FOR  GOOD? 


By  Rev.  JOHN  MORROW,  Taylorsiown. 


1.  Have  at  least  one  Christian  young  man  determined  by  the  grace  of  God  to 
keep  it  up.  We  are  too  easily  discouraged  in  these  Associations,  and  we  depend 
too  much  on  the  countenance  and  support  of  those  who  are  comparatively 
indifferent  whether  the  organization  succeeds  or  not.  If  one  or  two  or  more 
young  men  enter  into  such  an  Association  to  give  it  a  trial  for  a  little  while, 
without  much  prayer,  each  depending  on  some  one  else,  and  neither  on  him¬ 
self  or  Christ  Jesus,  they  will  give  it  up  in  disgust  in  a  short  time.  But  when 
one  man  is  convinced  that  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  is  a  good 
thing ;  that  his  own  neighborhood  needs  one ;  when  he  talks  with  a  few  of  his 
friends  about  it  after  consulting  Jesus,  and  if  they  are  indifferent,  feeling  that 
it  is  worth  labor,  he  goes  home  saying  that  it  must  be  established.  If  he  should 
be  met  on  all  sides  by  indifference  or  opposition,  and  prays  again,  and  watches 
his  opportunities  in  weeks  to  come,  spurred  up  by  every  sight  of  a  young  man 
in  the  church  or  out  of  it,  talking  to  the  Lord  about  it  every  day,  that  man 
will  establish  an  Association,  and  with  such  a  spirit  will  make  it  permanent. 
If  he  meet  with  encouragement  on  every  side,  he  must  not  be  carried  away 
and  think  they  are  going  to  take  the  whole  country  by  storm.  He  needs  to 
pray  all  the  more  because  of  the  encouragement,  for  with  the  readiness  will 
come  selfishness,  and  Satan  will  suggest  to  one,  “If  you  go,  they  will  be  likely 
to  make  yon  president,  and  that  will  sound  first-rate,”  and  to  another,  “Don’t 
you  think  it  would  be  a  good  opportunity  to  show  the  folks  how  you  can  talk, 
if  you  become  a  member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association?  You  had 
better  join,  yon  will  get  a  good  name  by  it.”  They  come,  they  jostle  and  work 
for  office,  and  they  watch  for  a  time  to  talk.  They  cannot  preside  when  they 
are  elected,  nor  talk  to  the  point  when  the  time  comes,  and  if  they  are  not 
elected,  and  nobody  praises  their  talk,  they  are  dissatisfied  and  will  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  even  harnessed  for  work,  much  less  work  when  they  are 
harnessed.  Many  an  Association  man  has  learned  that  having  everybody 
favorable  and  ready  for  a  rush  into  an  organization  does  not  betoken  that  it 
will  run  itself,  nor  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  one  or  two  steady,  conscientious, 
determined,  Christian  young  men  to  draw  courage  and  strength  from  constant 
resort  to  Christ  and  his  Word,  if  the  organization  succeeds  and  is  permanent. 
The  main  spoke  in  the  wheel  should  not  be  a  minister,  if  a  layman  can  be 
secured.  Ministers  change  about  frequently  in  these  days,  and  they  have 
always  plenty  to  do  among  their  congregations.  Have  their  sympathy  by  all 
means,  if  it  be  possible.  If  the  minister  wants  it,  and  he  cannot  find  any  one 
on  whom  he  can  rely  sufficiently  to  place  it  in  his  hands,  then  better  organize 
and  lead  himself  than  not  have  one. 

2.  Make  it  a  point  to  let  no  professing  Christian  young  man  within  easy  reach 
remain  outside  your  Association  without  a  zealous  effort  to  enlist  him  in  the  work. 

Sometimes  we  are  too  careful  about  the  men  or  boys  we  seek  for  members. 
We  think  we  know  the  man  in  such  a  church  who  would  help  us  much  more 
than  some  one  else,  if  we  could  but  secure  him ;  we  watch  our  opportunity. 
In  the  meantime,  the  man  we  do  not  want  is  thrown  in  our  way,  and  we  never 
mention  the  subject,  because  we  do  not  not  see  in  him  the  timber  for  a  good 
pillar  ;  we  still  watch  for  the  man  of  our  choice  until  we  get  him,  and  some¬ 
how  the  man  we  did  not  want  is  in  too.  In  the  course  of  a  year  or  two,  look  at 
them,  and  very  frequently  we  find  our  choice  a  post  always  in  the  road,  that 
seems  to  be  a  chief  support  at  first  sight,  but  when  you  examine  with  care,  the 
man  you  rejected  at  first  is  one  of  the  strong,  staunch  props  of  the  whole  build¬ 
ing,  hearing  the  burden  which  the  other  is  supposed  to  carry  on  his  broad 
shoulders.  If  a  man  be  a  Christian,  there  is  a  place  for  him  to  fill  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Master,  and  if  he  is  not  filling  it  in  the  church  now,  you, 
through  your  Association,  may  be  the  instrument  in  God’s  hands  in  pointing  out 
his  work.  And  this  leads  us  to  the  third  point. 
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3.  Do  something  for  every  member  introduced  to  your  Association.  Cause  him  to 
experience  some  benefits  from  being  a  member,  and  thus  secure  his  influence 
for  the  permanency  of  the  organization.  Talk  with  him  about  the  souls  of 
his  intimate  friends,  what  he  thinks  of  their  condition,  and  then  use  his 
sympathy  and  his  thoughts  as  the  beginning  of  usefulness  to  them  and  him¬ 
self.  If  he  has  never  prayed  in  public,  set  him  at  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
if  he  is  likely  to  break  down,  help  him  out  with  it,  but  be  sure  to  encourage  him 
to  try  it  again  the  first  opportunity.  For  everybody’s  sake,  including  his  own, 
see  that  he  does  not  learn  to  make  long  prayers.  A  few  days  ago,  a  member 
of  an  Association,  who  knows  the  three-minute  rule  as  well  as  anybody  in  this 
convention,  almost  killed  a  prayer-meeting  by  remaining  in  the  attitude  of 
prayer  at  least  ten  minutes,  and  for  about  three-fourths  of  the  time  he  was 
preaching.  Get  him  to  talk,  but  not  simply  to  occupy  the  time.  We  have 
hundreds  who  do  that  now,  and  these  are  just  as  many  too  much.  The  time 
must  be  occupied,  but  with  words  that  mean  something ;  that  are  applicable 
to  the  subject  on  hand,  such  as  the  spirit  can  use.  Do  not  by  any  means  allow 
a  new  member  to  learn  the  habit  of  talking  always  about  some  pet  theory  or 
subject, — of  all  things  to  bore  the  frequenters  of  a  religious  meeting  held  at  stated 
times,  and  puzzle  those  who  have  charge  of  it,  the  chief  are  the  old-stagers  who 
arise  to  occupy  the  time,  makes  light  allusion  to  the  subject  announced  and  then 
go  off  at  a  tangent  in  their  hobby,  and  show  no  signs  of  returning  when  the 
time  is  up.  Right  well  do  I  remember  a  polite  old  gentleman  who  came 
occasionally  to  the  Pittsburg  noon-day  meeting  in  years  gone  by  who  always 
spoke,  and  always  touched  on  a  controverted  subject,  and  invariably  assured  us 
he  “  had  no  desire  to  enter  into  the  arena  of  controversy.”  In  these  and  other 
ways  convince  men  that  they  cannot  afford  to  do  without  an  Association, 
because  of  the  benefits  it  confers  on  those  who  enter  into  its  work.  The  per¬ 
manency  in  every  case  should  be  made  depend  for  the  most  part  on  the  ef¬ 
ficiency  and  usefulness  to  the  young  men  and  the  church  with  which  they  are 
connected. 

4.  Remember  the  boys.  Mark  them  out  one  by  one  in  the  Sabbath-scliool 
classes,  and  especially  those  who  may  be  in  the  chuych  by  their  own  profession. 
Be  courteous  to  them  and  thoughtful  for  their  comfort  and  enjoyment.  If  I 
hold  myself  aloof  from  the  boys,  I  cannot  succeed  as  a  pastor  or  Sabbath-school 
teacher  in  leading  them  gradually  to  Jesus.  If  I  never  invite  them  to  our 
meetings,  and  when  I  find  them  there,  never  notice  them  nor  tell  them  as  I 
shake  hands  with  them,  “  I  am  glad  to  see  you  here  so  regularly,”  I  need  not  be 
surprised  to  find  that  as  one  by  one  they  grow  up,  they  care  but  little  for  the 
Association  and  are  not  in  sympathy  with  it.  It  is  no  unusual  thing  to  hear  a 
man  say,  “  It  is  so  strange  that  James  cannot  be  induced  to  attend  church,” 
when  he  knows  in  his  heart  he  has  never  offered  any  inducements,  never  even 
invited  him,  much  less  encouraged  him  to  attend. 

5.  Have  gospel  meetings  in  the  country  churches  at  a  suitable  season.  If  any  of 
us  think  that  the  greatest  interest  and  the  largest  attendance  are  always 
secured  in  the  meetings  held  in  large  towns  and  cities,  we  are  much  mistaken. 
Occasionally  it  may  be  true,  but  I  will  venture  to  assert  that  if  two  brethren 
try  the  country  and  small  villages  where  most  of  the  country  people  go  to 
church,  and  two  of  equal  qualifications  confine  themselves  to  the  larger  towns 
and  cities  for  a  year,  that  a  much  greater  average  will  attend  the  country 
meetings  and  the  interest  will  be  more  easily  aroused  and  much  longer  sus¬ 
tained.  We  shall  never  forget  some  of  these  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
attending,  when  from  a  country  of  eight  or  ten  miles  in  diameter,  the  house 
would  be  filled  to  overflowing  and  the  interest  was  intense,  while  at  the  close 
“  I  was  never  at  a  meeting  like  that,”  “  Who  are  those  young  men  that  talk 
like  the  ministers?”  “What’s  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  ?  I 
wish  they  would  come  again  and  stay  longer,”  and  similar  remarks  were  heard 
on  all  sides.  Delegates  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  Gentlemen  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  we  owe 
it  to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  young  men  and  boys  in  our  Commonwealth, 
who  know  little  or  nothing  of  Christ  and  Christian  work,  we  owe  it  to  our¬ 
selves,  we  owe  it  to  Jesus  Christ  and  his  Church,  to  carry  the  gospel  meeting, 
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with  its  varied  exercises,  and  its  plain  and  pointed,  brief  and  appropriate, 
addresses,  to  every  church  that  will  open  its  doors  throughout  our  borders. 
Show  these  people  what  we  mean  by  a  practical  example.  We  have  but  just 
begun  our  work,  much  as  we  may  be  in  advance  of  other  States,  and  I  for  one 
will  not  be  satisfied  until  I  see  two  brethren  traveling  together,  well  supported 
and  judiciously  advertised,  devoting  all  their  time  to  a  thorough  canvass  of 
Pennsylvania  to  its  utmost  limits,  using  the  school-houses  and  the  churches, 
to  present  our  work,  its  claims,  and  especially  the  claims  of  Jesus,  on  the  time, 
talents,  hearts,  and  influence  of  every  young  man. 

6.  Have  them  represented  at  the  State  conventions.  We  were  in  attendance  a 
few  weeks  ago  at  a  meeting  where  the  advantages  of  a  State  convention  were 
presented  as  an  inducement  for  an  Association  to  send  delegates  to  this  one, 
and  a  brother  who  had  never  attended  any,  save  the  one  at  Altoona,  com¬ 
mended  it  with  all  his  heart  as  paying  him  beyond  all  estimation  ;  and  when 
it  was  remembered  that  he  had  been  there  only  till  Friday  noon,  how  could 
we  help  breaking  in  with,  “And  brother,  when  you  can  give  such  testimony 
concerning  the  Altoona  convention,  when  you  only  stayed  half  the  time,  what 
would  it  have  been  if  you  had  remained  till  the  close,  for  it  grew  in  interest 
and  benefit  as  long  as  it  lasted?”  We  have  been  at  the  Erie,  Johnstown, 
Germantown,  and  Altoona  conventions,  and  can  testify  to  personal  spiritual 
benefit  derived  from  every  one  of  them  ;  and  every  delegate  who  came  ex¬ 
pecting  a  blessing  as  well  as  many  who  were  not  expecting  received  it.  Some 
of  the  livest  workers  in  the  State  date  the  reception  of  the  greatest  impetus 
from  inactivity  back  to  this  or  that  State  convention,  and  others  are  known 
whose  conversion  took  place  at  the  same  times.  Pastors  have  been  aroused  at 
them;  churches  have  been  awakened  at  them  ;  Associations  ready  to  die  have 
been  quickened  into  new  life,  and  delegates  who  thought  they  knew  a  thing  or 
two  about  work,  and  supposed  they  were  somebody,  have  gone  home  ashamed 
to  call  what  they  had  been  doing  anything,  and  themselves  they  considered 
nobody.  They  have  thanked  God  they  have  meditated  a  good  deal  on  “  Be 
not  wise  in  your  own  conceit,”  and  prayed,  “Jesus,  show  me  Thyself  even 
more  yet,  and  then  I  will  see  my  own  littleness,  and  see  in  whom  my  suffi¬ 
ciency  is.”  Again  we  say,  have  a  delegation  sent  to  every  State  convention, 
and  if  you  cannot  get  others  to  go,  go  yourself. 

And  lastly,  let  every  man  of  the  Association  depart  from  all  iniquity .  Some  of 
us  do  very  little  and  talk  too  much,  when  what  we  do  is  earnestly  considered. 
An  indiscreet  word  about  the  Church  has  brought  distrust  upon  many  an 
otherwise  harmless  Association.  “Let  not  the  sun  go  down  upon  your  wrath,” 
and  after  he  is  down,  do  not  let  the  wrath  rise  at  any  business  meeting,  nor 
until  you  go  home  and  go  to  sleep.  Never  be  caught  with  a  whisky-bottle  or 
a  pack  of  cards  in  your  pocket;  nor  making  a  companion  of  a  man  who  has ; 
but,  by  all  means,  be  not  ashamed  to  exert  your  influence  under  Christ’s 
leadership  to  have  him  not  only  temperate,  but  a  total  abstainer  from  these 
things.  The  secular  press  and  sometimes  a  religious  denominational  paper 
seem  to  take  delight  in  being  able  to  say  in  connection  with  a  questionable 
or  dishonest  transaction,  “  He  is  a  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.” 

If  your  organization  is  rendered  permanent  and  useful,  you  must  do  some¬ 
thing.  Every  young  man  must  know  you,  and  know  you  to  be  what  you 
profess.  You  must  know  Jesus  and  his  Word,  and  possess  His  Spirit.  Thus 
you  will  give  great  reason  for  praising  and  glorifying  His  name,  and  the 
Church  and  souls  will  bless  the  day  your  name  was  enrolled  among  the 
Associations  of  Pennsylvania. 
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HELPS  AND  HINTS  IN  ORGANIZING  AND  CONDUCTING  THE  WORK 
OF  YOUNG  MEN’S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS,  ESPECIALLY  IN 
TOWNS,  VILLAGES,  AND  COUNTRY  PLACES. 


By  S.  A.  TAGGART. 


The  objects  of  such  an  organization  may  be  classed  as  follows : — 

1.  To  influence  young  men  and  win  them  to  Christ,  because  they  are  the 
most  difficult  class  to  reach  by  ordinary  means.  They  are  the  most  important 
class  of  any  community,  because  to  them  largely  will  be  intrusted  the  future 
welfare  of  the  Church  and  nation.  A  dozen  of  young  men  may  frequently 
give  tone  to  the  moral  and  religious  life  of  a  place,  either  for  good  or  bad. 
How  important  it  should  be  the  former  ! 

2.  It  should  be  the  common  ground  upon  which  Christians  of  all  evangeli¬ 
cal  denominations  can  co-operate  in  the  work  of  the  Master.  The  necessity 
of  undenominational  work  for  Christ,  as  well  as  denominational,  need  not  be 
urged  at  this  late  day.  No  community  of  Christian  workers  should  feel 
satisfied  that  they  are  doing  all  they  can  for  Christ,  in  an  organized  way,  if 
they  do  not  join  their  efforts  in  some  undenominational  way.  The  world 
should  see  that  there  is  substantial  unity  among  Christians,  although  there 
may  be  denominational  differences.  No  community  should  maintain  such 
separation,  when,  by  co-operation,  they  may  become  instrumental  in  bringing 
to  the  knowledge  of  Christ  those  who  might  otherwise  perish. 

3.  An  Association  should  be  organized  to  carry  the  gospel  to  those  who  are 
not  ordinarily  influenced  through  denominational  channels.  The  necessity 
may  be  quite  different  in  many  places,  yet  it  is  rare  to  find  a  place  where 
such  necessity  does  not  exist.  Some  methods  of  doing  this  will  be  given 
hereafter. 

4.  An  Association  should  be  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  its  members.  Young 
men  especially  can  help  each  other.  They  may  be  few  when  they  are  divided 
among  the  different  congregations  of  the  place,  but  when  they  come  together 
in  one  body,  their  advantage  in  helping  each  other  is  largely  increased. 

They  will  also  be  better  able  to  reach  other  young  men  by  their  united 
influence.  They  form  the  strong,  central,  Christian  force  of  the  place,  and 
serve  to  make  a  profession  of  Christ  more  real,  and  give  a  definite  view.  But 
it  is  not  confined  to  young  men.  It  will  do  Christians  of  all  ages  good  to 
come  together.  They  can  learn  from  and  help  each  other  in  many  ways. 
The  influence  of  such  training  will  make  them  better  and  more  zealous  in 
their  individual  churches. 

RELATION  TO  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Association  is  the  child  of  the  Church :  not  of  any  denomination,  but 
of  the  Church  evangelical.  It  does  not  seek  to  pull  it  down  or  take  its  place  ; 
but  to  build  it  up,  and  be  an  agency  for  its  growth  and  good.  It  admits  to  its 
active  membership  only  those  who  are  in  good  standing  in  some  evangelical 
denomination.  All  who  are  brought  to  Christ  through  its  instrumentality 
must  be  members  of  some  church  before  they  can  be  admitted  to  its  active 
membership.  Any  one  who  intelligently  opposes  the  Association  because  it 
is  not  related  to  the  Church,  must  make  the  Church  consist  of  his  own  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  then  he  opposes  it  because  it  does  not  belong  to  or  is  not  con¬ 
trolled  by  it.  The  testimony  of  many  pastors  is  that  “  It  makes  their  own 
members  more  active  in  their  own  church-work.”  Its  reflex  influence  has 
been  of  untold  benefit. 

HOW  MUCH  TIME  FROM  MY  CHURCH, 

This  work  is  voluntary,  but  no  less  binding.  Some  may  say,  “I  have  enough 
to  do  in  my  church.”  Your  first  duty  is  to  your  denomination,  but  it  should 
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not  absorb  all  your  time  and  energies,  so  that  you  can  have  no  part  in  unde¬ 
nominational  work  for  Christ. 

By  working  in  the  Association,  you  are  working  for  your  denomination,  as 
you  bring  into  your  church-work  all  the  good  you  get  in  the  Association.  Not 
only  so,  but  if  a  revival  meeting  grows  out  of  the  Association  work,  it  will  be 
felt  most  likely  by  all  the  denominations  represented  in  it,  and  those  who  are 
converted  will  seek  connection  with  one  or  the  other,  and  your  church  will 
share  in  the  blessing. 

WHERE  SHALL  THEY  BE  ORGANIZED? 

The  size  of  the  place  has  little  to  do  with  its  success.  If  you  can  bring 
together  ten  or  even  a  less  number  of  devoted  Christians  of  one  mind  and 
heart,  you  have  the  material  for  an  Association.  It  may  be  in  a  city,  town, 
village,  or  country.  If  the  outside  field  is  not  great,  they  can  be  a  blessing  to 
each  other.  If  you  cannot  find  such  material  to  begin  with,  you  had  better 
not  commence.  Some  of  the  most  successful  organizations  are  found  in  the 
country. 


WHO  SHALL  COMPOSE  THEM? 

Young  men,  and  old  men  with  young  hearts.  In  many  places  the  influence 
of  Christian  women  has  been  found  very  helpful  as  associate  members.  This 
is  left  to  the  judgment  of  each  organization  to  regulate. 

Shall  it  be  composed  of  different  denominations  ?  It  is  very  desirable  that 
it  should,  yet,  not  absolutely  essential,  so  long  as  its  work  is  done  in  an  unde¬ 
nominational  spirit.  There  may  be  some  obstacles  that  are  insurmountable 
in  the  way  of  bringing  together  the  different  denominations.  Then  we  would 
say  let  your  Association  be  formed,  even  though  it  should  be  composed  of  one 
denomination  ;  but  be  sure  you  do  your  work  in  an  undenominational  spirit, 
and  also  keep  the  door  open  for  other  denominations  to  come  in  at  any  time. 
In  entering  this  work  you  do  not  come  in  as  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  Bap¬ 
tists,  &c.,  but  simply  as  Christians. 


HOW  TO  ORGANIZE. 

1.  It  is  not  necessary  to  have  a  mass-meeting  of  everybody,  but  call 
together  those  who  have  the  work  at  heart.  Let  it  be  done  quietly. 

2.  Select  those  whose  gifts  and  graces  best  qualify  them  for  the  offices, 
especially  for  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer. 

3.  Select  from  the  different  denominations,  when  you  can  do  so  without 
sacrificing  the  foregoing  advice. 

4.  Do  not  have  too  long  a  constitution,  nor  too  many  regulations ;  let  them 
be  clear,  comprehensive,  and  sufficient  for  your  need. 

5.  Consult  your  pastors  ;  enlist  their  sympathy  ;  but,  unless  they  are  willing, 
do  not  depend  upon  them  to  assume  any  considerable  part  of  your  work,  as 
they  have  work  sufficient  to  occupy  their  time. 

6.  Do  not  be  too  anxious  to  swell  the  list  of  your  membership,  when  the 
object  of  your  Association  is  not  clearly  understood.  By  so  doing  you  may 
get  material  in  it  that  may  prove  troublesome  afterwards.  Let  the  work 
of  your  Association  impress  itself,  and  it  will  draw  to  your  help  the  ones  you 
desire. 

7.  Begin  at  once  the  spiritual  work;  keep  it  prominent  by  the  use  of  the 
methods,  that  may  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

8.  Call  together  the  Christian  people  after  a  time  in  a  Union  prayer-meet¬ 
ing,  and  bring  forward  your  peculiar  work. 
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9.  Do  not  undertake  too  much  at  once.  Do  as  much  as  you  can,  but  do  it 
as  well  as  you  can. 

10.  Do  not  be  disheartened  because  you  do  not  see  the  fruit  you  had  ex¬ 
pected.  Remember,  the  best  things  most  frequently  are  of  slow  growth,  and 
that  it  will  take  time  to  make  the  Association  one  of  the  institutions  of  your 
place. 

11.  Cultivate  a  love  for  souls,  and  a  real  desire  to  help  each  other  in 
Christian  life. 

12.  If  your  place  is  in  the  couutry  or  in  a  small  town,  send  to  the  State  or 
International  Executive  Committee  or  to  some  neighboring  town  for  a  copy 
of  the  constitution  usually  adopted  by  such  places.  If  it  is  a  larger  place, 
send  for  the  form  usually  adopted  by  such  places.. 


SOME  THINGS  THAT  TEND  TO  DISORGANIZE. 

1.  Failing  to  do  spiritual  work  and  to  make  it  prominent  in  the  Association. 

2.  The  incurring  of  debt,  with  no  prospect  of  paying  it. 

3.  Imagining,  because  you  nre  few  in  numbers,  you  cannot  accomplish  much. 

4.  Allowing  controverted  points  to  be  brought  in,  or  a  feeling  of  jealousy 
or  distrust  fostered  among  the  members. 

5.  Seeking,  in  any  way,  to  influence  converts  to  connect  with  a  particular 
denomination,  or  the  purposely  allowing  the  work  of  the  Association  to 
benefit  a  particular  denomination.  There  may  be  cases  where  it  cannot  be 
avoided. 

6.  By  failing  to  look  after  the  young  men,  to  try  and  win  them  to  Christ, 
and  thus  also  bring  new  recruits  to  the  ranks  of  your  workers. 

7.  By  not  cultivating  fraternal  feelings  with  your  neighboring  Associations, 
and  failing  to  have  representatives  at  the  Local,  State,  or  International 
Conventions. 

8.  By  failing  to  give  sufficient  variety,  as  well  as  instruction  in  your  meetings 
or  methods  of  work. 


SOME  THINGS  THAT  WILL  STRENGTHEN  AN  ORGANIZATION. 

1.  Consecration  to  God.  “Who  then  is  willing  to  consecrate  his  service 
this  day  unto  the  Lord?” 

2.  Let  there  be  no  self-seeking,  “  but  in  holiness  of  mind  let  each  esteem 
each  other  better  than  themselves,”  “  in  honor  preferring  one  another.” 

3.  Let  each  member  purpose  by  the  grace  of  God  to  discharge  his  duties, 
and  do  the  work  that  lies  before  him,  though  every  one  else  should  fail,  and 
not  be  influenced  by  what  others  may  do  or  say. 


ROOMS. 

Do  not  be  too  anxious  about  rooms  when  you  start,  or  think  they  are  a 
necessity.  Some  of  the  most  flourishing  Associations  have  had  no  rooms.  It  is 
well  to  have  them  if  you  can  afford  it,  but  be  sure  of  this  before  you  occupy 
a  room.  The  room  is  only  a  small  part  of  your  methods  of  work.  It  would  be  well 
to  be  on  a  good  basis,  your  work  well  under  way  and  placed  before  the  people, 
previous  to  your  occupying  one.  If  you  determine  to  have  reading  matter, 
great  care  should  be  taken  that  it  be  of  the  right  kind ;  nothing  should  be 
brought  in  that  would  in  any  way  compromise  the  object  of  your  Association. 
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Your  room  should  be  the  headquarters  for  Christians  to  come  to  for 
conference,  and  for  the  pastors  of  the  place  to  hold  their  meetings.  In  this 
way  you  may  gain  greater  attention  and  interest  on  their  part.  The  amount 
of  time  it  should  be  kept  open  depends  upon  the  necessity  of  the  place  and 
good  judgment.  Some  are  open  day  and  night  in  cities  and  larger  towns, 
others  are  open  nightly,  while  others  are  open  only  for  meetings.  In  any  case, 
care  should  be  taken  that  it  is  well  lighted,  heated,  if  necessary,  and  kept  clean. 
If  you  have  no  janitor,  such  service  should  be  performed  in  turn  by  the  mem¬ 
bers.  Some  Associations,  even  in  small  country  places,  have 

BUILDINGS  OF  THEIR  OWN. 

This  is  well  if  they  do  not  get  into  debt;  it  is  much  better  than  renting  a 
room  from  year  to  year.  In  many  small  places  buildings  can  be  secured  at 
comparatively  little  cost,  which  could  be  well  adapted  to  the  purpose.  Some 
Associations  are  wisely  gathering  from  year  to  year  a  fund  for  the  purpose, 
when  sufficient,  for  erecting  a  building  for  their  own  use. 


FINANCES. 


Associations  should  have  a  small  annual  membership-fee  from  each  one 
joining.  Anything  additional  maybe  secured  by  private  solicitation,  or  it 
may  be  brought  before  the  people  publicly  at  the  anniversary,  stating  what 
has  been  done  or  what  you  propose  to  do,  and  your  need  for  the  coming  year. 
Then  have  a  collection  taken  up,  having  previously  distributed  blank  subscrip¬ 
tion  cards,  which,  filled  in,  will  state  the  amount  subscribed,  time  when  it  can 
be  paid,  and  name  of  the  person  subscribing.  Others  may  choose  to  help  by 
throwing  into  the  collection.  Another  plan  is  to  secure  a  number  who  may 
be  willing  to  give  five  or  ten  cents  a  week  or  month.  These  pledges  should 
be  promptly  collected.  Be  sure  your  finances  are  in  competent  hands  and 
managed  in  a  business  way  and  you  need  not  be  embarrassed  by  them.  Very 
many  Associations  need  be  at  but  little  expense.  They  have  no  rooms,  or  if 
they  have,  they  cost  but  little.  Yet  there  are  other  objects  that  need  their 
help,  viz.,  the  State  and  International  Missionary  Work.  The  contributions 
of  Associations  to  these  objects  are  all  voluntary.  They  are  not  obliged  to 
give  anything;  but  they  should  not  do  less  because  of  that.  The  State  work 
is  for  their  benefit.  They  get  the  benefit  of  local  conventions,  gospel  meetings, 
visits  of  State  Secretary  and  Executive  Committee,  documents,  reports,  &c. 
These  agencies  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  to  them  great  good,  and  they 
should  feel  it  a  privilege  to  give,  that  they  may  help  others  in  the  same  way, 
and  to  so  arrange  their  finances  that  they  can  give  to  both  the  State  and  inter¬ 
national  work. 


METHODS  OF  WORK. 

How  shall  wre  work  is  a  very  important  question. 

The  Prayer-Meeting. — This  should  be  for  the  members  especially,  but  not 
exclusively.  A  subject  and  leader  should  be  selected  by  the  Devotional  Com¬ 
mittee,  one  week  in  advance,  if  possible.  There  should  be  one  meeting  a 
week,  at  least,  and  more  if  practicable.  Every  member  should  have  a  Bible, 
and  no  meeting  should  be  conducted  without  its  use.  Do  not  come  to  the 
meeting  to  get  “  warmed  up,”  but  bring  the  warmth  with  you.  Come  with 
preparation  of  heart.  Do  not  have  long  prayers.  Ask  for  definite  things. 
Let  special  requests  for  prayer '  be  made.  Unless  for  good  reason,  let  the 
remarks  be  brief  and  bearing  on  the  lesson ;  also,  the  hymns.  Do  not  sing 
too  many  verses  at  once,  and  do  not  read,  but  announce  them.  Do  not  read 
the  entire  chapter,  if  long;  but  read  the  portion  that  bears  more  particularly 
on  the  lesson.  Do  not  think  you  must  sing  after  every  prayer.  You  can  have 
two  or  three  prayers,  if  brief,  in  succession.  Do  not  imagine,  because  there 
are  moments  of  silence,  that  the  meeting  is  slow,  and  that  no  one  is  going  to 
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take  part.  Do  not  exhort,  at  such  intervals,  the  persons  to  take  part,  by  telling 
them  the  time  is  passing.  Let  each  one  be  prompt.  It  is  a  good  way  to  chill 
the  meeting,  and  give  those  present  the  impression  that  it  is  going  to  be  a 
failure.  Trust  the  Holy  Spirit  in  these  silent  moments  to  do  His  part,  and 
keep  quiet.  Do  not  get  the  idea  that  you  must  fill  up  the  time  somehow.  It 
is  a  good  way  to  kill  the  meeting,  and  it  would  he  better  to  close  it  a  half  an 
hour  sooner  than  the  regular  time. 

Cottage,  Prayer-Meetings. — -They  are  held,  if  practicable,  in  the  homes  of 
those  where  one  or  more  of  the  family  are  unconverted ;  or  with  the  aged  or 
sick.  The  ladies  can  be  especially  useful  in  finding  out  such  places.  They 
should  be  only  informal  ;  so  much  so,  as  to  make  it  like  a  gathering  of  friends 
met  together  to  talk  with  one  another  about  God’s  Word.  Be  careful  not  to 
exhort  too  much,  or  to  preach.  It  would  be  well  for  the  speaker  not  to  rise 
from  his  seat  even.  Do  not  make  personal  allusions  in  your  prayers  or  re¬ 
marks  to  any  members  of  the  family  who  are  unconverted  that  would  in  any 
way  offend.  Limit  the  exercises  generally  to  within  an  hour.  Three  or  four 
good  workers  can  conduct  a  cottage  meeting,  and  the  ladies  can  help  in  sing¬ 
ing.  It  is  well  to  go  from  house  to  house. 

Union  Meetings. — These  are  composed  of  the  various  evangelical  denomi¬ 
nations  of  a  place,  brought  together  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association  for 
prayer  or  any  other  purpose.  If  for  prayer,  the  suggestions  already  given 
should  be  put  in  practice.  In  arranging  for  these,  consult  with  the  different 
pastors  the  first  thing  ;  in  their  absence,  with  the  church  officials.  If  it  is  a 
regular  meeting,  it  will  not  be  necessary.  Some  of  our  Associations  have 
regular  Union  meetings  alternately  in  the  different  churches  on  Sabbath 
afternoons.  In  other  places,  the  Association  conducts  on  one  Sabbath  evening 
of  every  month  a  Union  meeting,  which  takes  the  place  of  the  regular 
evening  service  of  the  churches.  It  would  be  well  for  every  Association  to 
have  them  occasionally. 

Evangelistic  and  Gospel  Meetings. — These  are  intended  more  especially  to 
reach  the  unconverted.  It  is  best  to  select  two  or  at  most  three  persons  to 
speak  upon  some  suitable  passage  or  text  of  Scripture,  for  ten  minutes  each, 
one  of  the  three  to  also  conduct  the  meeting.  It  should  not  be  voluntary 
unless  under  peculiar  circumstances.  The  leader  should  at  its  close,  from  a 
full  heart,  give  a  tender  and  pressing  invitation  for  any  who  may  desire  the 
prayers  of  God’s  people  or  to  become  Christians  to  signify  it  by  rising  for  a 
moment  from  their  seats,  or  by  holding  up  their  hands.  Then  let  special 
prayer  be  offered  for  them.  Following  this  should  be  the 

Inquiry  Meeting,  which,  when  practicable,  should  always  follow  a  meeting 
where  the  unconverted  have  been  asked  to  rise  for  prayers.  An  invitation 
should  also  be  given  for  those  who  have  not  risen  to  stay,  and  also  to  all 
Christians  who  can  influence  unconverted  friends  to  remain  with  them.  The 
meeting  should  be  informal.  Adopt  any  method  you  wish  for  finding  out 
those  who  are  inquirers.  It  may  be  by  asking  those  who  are  Christians  to  rise 
and  keep  their  feet  while  you  find  out  the  inquirer.  Try  and  get  some  one  to 
speak  with  each  inquirer.  Let  there  be  no  loud  singing  or  praying  while  they 
are  being  spoken  with.  The  meeting  should  be  in  charge  of  one  person. 
Let  each  person  who  speaks  with  an  inquirer  have  a  Bible  and  use  it  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  every  case.  It  is  impossible  here  to  give  directions  how  to  deal  with 
them,  you  are  referred  to  the  numerous  helps  that  have  been  published  in 
small  books  and  papers,  and  have  appeared  from  time  to  time.  Two  general 
directions  are  very  essential : — 1.  You  should  have  God’s  Word  and  should 
use  it  with  every  individual  case;  2.  You  should  be  in  the  spirit  of  prayer 
looking  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  direct  you  and  bring  the  words  you  may  speak 
to  the  heart  and  conscience.  Without  this  you  need  not  expect  to  accomplish 
anything. 

Testimony  Meetings. — These  consist  in  the  relation  of  Christian  experience. 
They  should  not  be  exaggerated,  and  the  experiences  related  should  be 
genuine.  They  should  be  entirely  voluntary,  no  one  being  forced  to  say  some¬ 
thing  that  may  not  be  real. 


Thanksgiving  Meetings. — Each  one  taking  part  should  state  something  for 
which  they  are  specially  thankful.  Do  not  talk  about  everything,  but  slate 
special  things.  Much  of  the  service  can  be  taken  up  with  singing.  This 
meeting  should  also  be  entirely  voluntary.  No  stated  times  should  be  set  for 
holding  them,  yet  there  are  many  times  in  the  history  of  Associations,  especi¬ 
ally  in  seasons  of  revival,  or  after  some  very  significant  mark  of  God’s  favor, 
when  they  should  have  such  special  services. 

Delegation  Meetings. — These  are  made  up  of  delegations  of  workers  from 
one  or  more  Associations  visiting  a  neighboring  Association,  and  holding 
meetings  for  an  evening  or  two  with  them.  If  they  are  conducted  in  the  right 
spirit  they  cannot  fail  to  do  good,  cheering  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  few  in  the 
place,  and  giving  them  fresh  encouragement  in  the  work.  Every  organization 
should  do  more  or  less  of  this  kind  of  work.  It  will  do  all  engaged  good. 

Praise  and  Promise  Meetings. — This  exercise  consists  in  reciting  passages  of 
Scripture.  It  would  be  better  to  have  them  on  one  subject,  and  as  much  as 
possible  repeated  from  memory.  At  suitable  intervals  let  one  or  two  verses  of 
a  hymn  be  sung,  bearing  on  the  passages  repeated.  The  subjects  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  may  be  divided  into  three  or  more  different  parts.  For  instance — Promi¬ 
ses  of  Grace,  then  sing  “  Oh,  to  grace  how  great  a  debtor  ;  ”  then  Promises  in 
Temptation,  sing  “Yield  not  to  temptation;”  then  Promises  in  Affliction, 
sing  “  Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee.”  Under  ordinary  circumstances  it  is  best  not 
to  continue  the  meeting  more  than  half  an  hour.  Let  prayer  or  special 
thanksgiving  be  offered  at  the  close,  or  at  some  other  suitable  time.  This 
kind  of  a  service  should  have  preparation  beforehand,  so  that  those  who  take 
part  may  know  the  subjects,  and  may  select  passages  of  Scripture  to  repeat  and 
avoid  repetition. 

Bible  Study. — There  should  be  no  religious  meeting  of  an  Association  in 
which  the  Bible  is  not  largely  used  ;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  there  should  be 
a  meeting  for  Bible  Study.  It  may  consist  of  the  workers,  in  which  case,  it 
had  better  be  conversational,  in  which  all  should  feel  free  to  take  part.  It 
may  be  designed  also  to  reach  the  unrepentant,  in  which  case  it  should  be  in 
charge  of  a  competent  leader.  If  you  cannot  find  time  for  a  special  meeting  for 
Bible  Study,  one-half  of  the  time  for  your  regular  prayer-meeting  might  be 
given  up  to  it.  You  cannot  over-estimate  its  importance. 

Bible  Readings. — -This  exercise  is  in  the  hands  of  a  leader,  who  selects  a 
number  of  passages  of  Scripture  bearing  upon  a  given  subject,  which  may  or 
may  not  be  suggested  by  a  word,  sGch  as,  “  Know  ”  or  “Able.”  The  leader 
after  selecting  his  passages  should  arrange  them  in  logical  order,  if  possible, 
and  not  mix  them  up  without  any  regard  to  their  bearing.  He  should  study 
these  passages,  and  try  to  unfold  and  enforce  them  in  the  briefest  but  most 
pointed  way,  by  comment  or  illustration.  A  good  plan  in  a  small  audience 
is  to  write  all  the  passages  on  slips  of  paper  and  hand  them  to  the  persons 
you  wish  to  read  them.  The  following  is  a  small  sample  of  a  Bible  Reading  : — 
Subject — “  Following  the  Lord.” 

John  xii.  26 — “If  any  man  serve  me,  let  him  follow  me.” 

Matt.  iv.  19 — “Follow  me  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men.” 

Matt.  xvi.  24 — “If  any  man  come  after  me  let  him  deny  himself,  and  take 
up  his  cross  and  follow  me.” 

1  Cor.  xi.  1 — “Be  ye  followers  of  me,  even  as  I  also  am  of  Christ.” 

Luke  xxii.  54 — “And  Peter  followed  afar  off.” 

Nmn.  xiv.  24 — “But  my  servant,  Caleb,  hath  followed  me  fully.” 

John  viii.  12 — “He  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall 
have  the  light  of  life.” 

Service  of  Song. — This  is  not  for  mere  entertainment.  A  leader  should  be 
selected,  and  two  or  three  persons  appointed  to  speak  for  five  minutes  each  on 
a  given  point  at  different  stages  of  the  meeting.  The  greater  part  of  the  time 
is  spent  in  singing,  but  the  hymns  should  all  bear  on  the  subjects.  For  instance, 
take  up  the  life,  death,  and  resurrection  of  Christ.  Let  each  speaker  dwell 
upon  one  of  the  three  parts  of  the  subject.  The  conduct  of  the  meeting  and 
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selection  of  hvrans  should  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  leader.  Two  or 
three  different  hymns  may  be  sung  in  succession. 

Experience  from  the  Text  Meetings. — This  may  be  made  an  exceedingly  profit¬ 
able  exercise.  It  consists  simply  in  each  one  who  takes  part  telling  in  a  brief 
way  how  some  particular  passage  of  Scripture  has  come  to  him  in  a  new  light, 
or  has  given  him  fresh  comfort  or  encouragement.  Every  one  should  be  care¬ 
ful  to  repeat  the  passage  and  tell  where  it  is  found.  We  have  been  in  meetings 
where  as  high  as  forty  different  persons  have  taken  part,  each  one  having  a 
different  passage,  and  some  new  experience  of  their  own  from  it. 

Young  Men's  and  Young  People's  Meetings. — Nine-tenths  of  the  active 
workers  for  Christ  among  men  have  been  converted  to  Christ  when  young 
men ;  how  important,  then,  that  they  should  be  reached  and  influenced  early, 
or  it  may  be  forever  too  late !  It  is  well  at  times  to  restrict  the  attendance  to 
young  men,  at  other  times  make  them  free  to  young  people  of  both  sexes.  It 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  leader,  who  will  try  and  see  that  it  is  free  from 
formality.  A  certain  part  of  the  meeting  should  be  open  for  voluntary 
exercises.  A  good  subject  for  such  a  meeting  would  be— “  Does  it  pay  to  be  a 
Christian,”  or  “  What  obstacles  had  I  to  overcome  in  accepting  Christ?”  such 
meetings  may  admit  of  wide  variety.  It  should  be  kept  well  in  hand  by  the 
leader.  Closely  associated  with  such  a  meeting  is  the  special  one  for 

Young  Converts. — This,  with  the  exception  of  the  person  having  charge, 
should  be  composed  exclusively  of  those  who  are  just  commencing  in  Christian 
life  and  work.  The  object  is  to  train  the  new  beginners  so  that  they  may  be 
earnest  and  effective  workers.  The  person  in  charge  should  be  one  of  experi¬ 
ence  in  Christian  work,  and  one  who  will  secure  the  confidence  of  every 
attendant  upon  the  meeting. 

He  should  be  present  at  every  meeting,  not  always  to  conduct,  but  to  have 
a  general  supervision  over  it,  and  to  see  that  all  are  led  to  take  such  part  as 
they  are  fitted  for.  But  the  most  important  part  are  the  suggestions  to  be 
made  by  him  privately.  Any  false  ideas  of  Scripture  truth,  any  wrong 
methods  of  presenting  truth,  or  anything  wrong  in  the  manner  of  the  person 
speaking,  are  to  be  noted  by  him,  and  with  kindness  he  is  to  point  out  these 
errors  and  mistakes  to  the  individual  alone. 

This  meeting  requires  great  care  and  tact,  but  properly  conducted  it  will  be 
of  the  greatest  advantage. 

Consecration  Meetings. — There  should  probably  be  no  stated  times  for  them. 
It  is  for  Christians  exclusively.  In  it  they  may  confess  past  remissness  and 
sins,  and  in  the  strength  of  God  give  thamselves  anew  to  his  service. 

Sunday-school  Teachers'  Meetings. — Many  of  our  Associations  conduct  such 
a  meeting  once  a  week.  The  teachers  of  the  place  meet  together  once  a  week 
for  the  study  of  the  coming  lesson.  It  is  found  profitable  to  teachers,  and 
enlists  some  in  other  departments  of  Association  work. 

Yoke-Fellows’  Bands. — Some  Associations  in  large  cities,  and  a  few  in  smaller 
towns,  have  them.  They  divide  off  two  and  two,  canvassing  the  place,  giving 
invitations,  distributing  printed  slips,  &c.,  looking  up  individual  cases  needing 
attention.  The  usual  time  for  such  service  is  before  an  evening  meeting. 

Open-Air  Meetings. — These  are  held  in  pleasant  weather.  Some  of  the 
most  successful  are  held  in  small  places.  A  class  of  people,  more  or  less,  are 
reached  who  attend  no  church  services.  There  should  be  a  leader  who  should 
announce  a  hymn.  It  would  be  well  to  sing  a  part  of  two  or  three  different 
hymns  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  people.  The  leader  should  then  read  a 
brief  portion  of  Scripture,  offer  a  prayer,  and  then  have  two  or  three  to  help 
him  by  speaking  upon  some  subject  previously  selected.  A  verse  of  a  hymn 
may  be  sung  between  the  different  speakers.  Many  could  help  in  an  open- 
air  meeting  by  singing.  In  many  places  the  ladies  are  of  great  assistance  in 
this  way.  The  tunes  selected  should  be  lively  as  well  as  devotional.  Many 
that  suit  for  an  indoor  service  will  not  answer.  The  passage  or  text  should 
be  addressed  to  the  impenitent.  Avoid  personal  allusions.  Don’t  talk  in  a 


34 


patronizing  way,  nor  say,  “You  sinners.”  But  if  you  say  anything  in  that  way, 
Jet  them  know  you  are  a  sinner  yourself,  and  the  grace  of  God  has  saved  you, 
and  is  able  to  save  them.  Let  those  who  come  to  help  in  singing  or  in  any 
other  way,  always  gather  up  close  around  the  speaker  and  face  him,  and  either 
pray  for  him  or  pay  the  strictest  attention  to  what  he  is  saying.  This  will 
encourage  the  others  to  do  the  same.  Never  form  yourselves  in  a  row 
and  face  the  congregation,  as  they  get  the  impression  in  some  way  that 
you  think  you  are  better  then  they  are,  and  that  you  are  preaching  at  them. 
Do  not  be  selecting  hymns  or  distributing  tracts  while  the  service  is  going  on  ; 
it  distracts  attention.  It  is  well  for  the  workers  to  watch  and  see  if  any  are 
particularly  affected  by  the  service,  and  lay  hold  of  them  afterwards  and  speak 
with  them  and  try  to  point  them  to  Christ.  If  there  is  a  room  convenient,  it 
would  be  well  to  have  an  after-meeting  for  inquirers.  Many  open-air  meet¬ 
ings  are  greatly  blessed,  and  much  fruit  is  gathered  from  them  by  these 
after-meetings. 

LOCAL,  STATE,  AND  INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTIONS. 

1.  Local  Conventions. — These  are  made  up  of  delegates  from  Associations  in  a 
certain  district,  or  within  a  radius  of  thirty  or  forty  miles.  They  are  attended 
bv  from  ten  to  fifty  delegates,  and  are  conducted  usually,  but  not  always,  by  the 
State  Secretary  or  Executive  Committee.  The  meetings  in  daylight  are  taken 
up  with  conferences  upon  various  phases  of  Christian  work.  The  night  ser¬ 
vices  are  gospel,  and  addressed  to  Christians  and  the  impenitent,  andfollowed 
by  inquiry  meetings.  These  conferences  continue  from  two  to  four  days,  and 
occasionally  for  a  longer  period.  Very  many  Associations  have  been  greatly 
blessed  by  them;  large  numbers  have  been  brought  to  Christ,  and  wide-spread 
revivals  have  grown  from  them.  Every  Association  should  see  that  it  is 
represented  in  these  gatherings,  as  they  are  so  convenient  of  access,  and  none 
can  afford  to  be  without  representation. 

2.  State  Conventions. — These  are  made  up  of  delegations  from  the  various 
organizations  of  the  State,  meeting  together  once  a  year  and  continuing  in 
session  three  or  four  days.  They  are  always  blessed  in  giving  new  life  to 
Associations  represented ;  every  organization  should  be  represented  by  its 
best  men. 

3.  The  International  Convention. — This  is  still  more  extended,  embracing  the 
United  States  and  British  Provinces.  Many  Associations  are  prevented  from 
having  representation  in  the  State  and  International  Conventions,  because 
their  delegates  are  not  able  to  pay  their  own  way,  and  they  are  unable  to  bear 
it  for  them.  Every  Association  should  calculate  among  its  necessary  expenses 
for  the  year,  to  have  a  fund  for  bearing  the  expenses  of  delegates  who  are 
unable  to  pay  their  own  way  to  these  gatherings.  As  a  rule,  the  best  working 
and  most  successful  organizations  are  those  who  have  representation  in  the 
Local,  State,  and  International  Conventions. 


PERSONAL  WORK. 

Some  may  get  the  idea  that  the  work  of  our  Associations  is  largely  made 
up  of  public  meetings.  But  it  should  not  be  so.  After  all,  the  most  effective 
work  we  can  do  for  Christ  is  the  quiet  and  personal  contact  we  have  wdth 
others,  to  lead  them  to  Him,  or  to  help  them  in  their  Christian  lives.  Every 
Christian  should  resolve  and  carry  out  the  resolution  by  embracing  every 
opportunity  to  speak  in  this  way  to  their  fellow-men.  Let  them  as  far  as 
possible  avoid  giving  offense,  and  try  to  use  tact  in  thus  speaking.  Let  no 
association  of  Christian  workers  depend  upon  their  public  meetings  for  such 
results.  No  meeting  can  take  the  place  of  earnest  words  spoken  in  private 
intercourse.  Many  organizations  that  are  wondering  why  they  do  not  see  the 
result  of  their  work,  might  see  something  different  if  each  member  would 
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give  attention  to  personal  work  for  Christ.  To  do  this,  we  must  have  com¬ 
munion  with  him.  Our  words  will  have  no  weight  without  it.  We  must  also 
be  careful  to  maintain  consistent  lives  before  the  world,  or  our  words  will 
have  a  bad  effect. 

PERSONAL-APPEAL  COMMITTEES. 

Some  Associations,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  each  active  member  is 
expected  to  work  for  Christ  in  personal  intercourse  with  individuals,  have  the 
above-named  committee  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  very  special 
efforts  in  this  way.  They  meet  together  statedly  for  prayer  and  conference 
over  all  the  individual  cases  they  may  have,  and  suggest  methods  of  reaching 
them  and  anything  else  that  may  be  helpful. 

LECTURES. 

Many  Associations  are  in  the  habit  of  having  a  series  of  popular  lectures  in 
the  winter.  Great  care  should  be  taken  that  the  character  of  the  lecturers 
should  be  unquestioned. 

The  subjects  should  also  be  of  the  right  kind.  Do  not  risk  money  upon  an 
expensive  course  of  lectures.  Many  Associations  have  been  ruined  by  it. 
You  can  secure  home  talent,  free  of  charge,  for  an  instructive  course  of 
lectures,  at  little  or  no  expense. 

SOCIAL  MEETINGS. 

These  should  be  held  occasionally,  but  not  too  frequently,  and  they  should 
be  kept  well  in  hand,  lest  they  degenerate  into  mere  frivolity,  or  something 
worse.  Young  men  who  are  strangers  especially  should  be  invited  to  them. 
Members  of  Associations  should  try  to  make  them  feel  at  home.  One  of  the 
grand  qualifications  of  an  effective  Association  worker  is  to  know  how  to 

SHAKE  HANDS  AND  MEAN  IT. 

Lyceum  or  Literary  Society.— These  are  frequently  conducted  under  the 
supervision  of  Associations.  The  exercises  consisting  of  select  readings,  dec¬ 
lamations,  essays,  &c.  In  small  places  great  care  should  be  taken  that  they  do- 
not  absorb  interest  from  spiritual  work,  and  that  controverted  points  that  may 
provoke  anger,  jealousy,  or  discord  should  be  carefully  shunned. 

BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

These  are  usually  held  monthly.  Care  should  be  taken  that  all  items  of 
business  should  receive  proper  attention,  and  not  absorb  too  much  time  nor 
provoke  angry  or  heated  discussion.  The  spirit  of  prayer  should  be  carried 
into  them.  Many  Associations  have  a  board  of  managers,  to  whom  much  of 
the  business  is  referred  for  attention,  thus  saving  much  time  and  possible 
trouble.  This  board  is  selected  from  the  different  denominations  represented 
in  the  Associations. 

OFFICERS.. 

Do  not  elect  a  man  to  an  important  position  who  is  not  doing  anything  in 
his  present  position  ;  you  are  almost  certain  to  fail  and  hurt  the  work  of  the 
Association.  If  your  president  should  give  satisfaction,  be  cautious  in 
making  a  change ;  it  would  be  better  to  keep  him  in  the  position  as  long  as 
such  a  state  of  things  exist  or  he  will  serve.  Character  as  well  as  activity- 
should  be  taken  into  account  in  selecting  a  president  or  other  officers. 
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GENERAL  SECRETARY. 

It  should  be  the  aim  of  every  Association  in  the  larger  towns  to  employ  a 
General  Secretary,  who  shall  give  his  whole  time  to  their  service.  He  can 
arrange  work  for  the  members,  look  after  strangers,  have  such  supervision 
of  all  the  affairs  of  the  organization  as  to  bring  it  into  the  best  working 
condition.  The  members  who  are  busily  engaged  in  their  various  occupations 
can  not  have  the  time  to  do  this,  hence  the  necessity  of  having  some  such 
person  whose  exclusive  time  they  can  command.  The  successful  Associations 
in  the  larger  places  all  over  the  country  owe  their  success  in  a  great  meas¬ 
ure  to  the  fact  that  they  have  a  competent  General  Secretary.  Organizations 
in  all  such  places  should  use  their  utmost  endeavor,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of 
other  things,  to  have  funds  enough  to  employ  such  a  person.  But  in  case 
they  do  not  have  a  paid  secretary,  it  would  be  well  to  have  some  one  of  their 
number  who  is  best  qualified  to  act  voluntarily  as  a  General  or  Corresponding 
Secretary.  His  office  should  be  permanent  so  long  as  satisfaction  is  given. 
He  should  be  the  man  more  than  any  other  who  would  be  looked  to  to 
attend  to  the  management  of  the  Association  and  conducting  of  correspondence 


OTHER  BRANCHES  OF  SERVICE. 

These  may  be  classed  under  almshouse  and  prison  services,  where  such  insti¬ 
tutions  exist,  and  with  the  exception  that  great  care  should  be  taken  to  adapt 
the  services  to  those  who  hear.  They  need  not  differ  materially  from  those 
that  have  been  written  upon.  Special  temperance  meetings  are  held  by  some 
organizations.  In  these  meetings  Christ  should  be  exalted,  and  His  power  to 
save  and  keep  should  be  proclaimed.  Do  not  have  a  temperance  meeting  in 
which  you  cannot  preach  Christ.  Do  not  prosecute  rumsellers ;  this  may  be 
important,  but  it  does  not  belong  to  you  to  do  it ;  it  needs  something  that  will 
bring  the  whole  moral  force  of  the  community  to  bear  against  it,  which  will 
not  likely  be  found  in  your  Association.  In  the  country,  gospel  and  prayer 
meetings  are  held  in  school-houses.  Tract  distribution  should  be  done  either 
through  committee  or  personally.  It  should  not  be  done  without  discrimina¬ 
tion.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the  tracts  you  give  are  the  kind  needed. 

The  foregoing  directions  and  suggestions  have  been  made  with  the  view  of 
helping  those  who  are  starting  out  in  Association  work.  They  may  not  be 
needed  by  those  who  are  older. 
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ASSOCIATIONS  IN  THE  STATE. 


Albion, 

Allegheny  (German), 
Allegheny  College 
(Meadville), 
Allentown, 

Altoona, 

Altoona  (R.  R.  Men’s), 

Arendtsville, 

Bakerstown, 

Beaver  Falls, 

Bellefonte, 

Bethlehem, 

Blairsville, 

Bloomsburg, 

Braddoek’s  Field, 
Bristol, 

Buffalo  Village, 
Burgettstown, 

Butler, 

Bridesburg, 

Candor, 

Cannonsburg, 

Canton, 

Catfish, 

Centre  Hall, 
Chambersburg, 

Chester, 

Chestnut  Hill, 

Clarion, 

Claysville, 

Cold  Spring  (Elk  Creek 
P.  O.), 

Conemaugh, 

Corry, 

Concord  (Hooker,  P.  O.), 
Cross  Creek, 

Danville, 

Dunbar, 

East  Brady, 

East  Liberty  (Pittsburg), 
Easton, 

Emsworth  and  Bellevue, 
Erie, 

Erie  (R.  R.  Branch), 

Erie  (German), 

Fairview, 

Frankfort  Springs, 
Franklin, 

Germantown, 

Gettysburg, 

Girard, 

Glade  Mills, 


Grant  Fann(Parker  C’y), 
Great  Bend, 

Green  Castle, 

Green  Tree, 

Hanover, 

Harbor  Creek, 

Harmony, 

Harrisburg, 

Hazleton, 

Herndon, 

Hughesville, 

Hulmeville, 

Huntingdon, 

Hyde  Park, 

Indiana, 

Jersey  Shore, 

Johnstown, 

Lafayette  College, 
Lancaster, 

Latrobe, 

Lebanon, 

Lebanon  (German), 
Lewisburg, 

Lewistown, 

Mahanoy  City, 

Mauch  Chunk, 
McKeesport, 

Mifflinburg, 

Millersburg, 

Montrose, 

Mt.  Jackson, 

Mt.  Joy, 

Meadville, 

Milton, 

Muncy, 

New  Alexandria, 

New  Bloomfield, 

New  Cumberland, 

New  Florence, 

New  Oxford, 

Newport, 

Newville, 

Norristown, 

North-East, 

North  Lebanon. 

Oakdale, 

Osceola, 

Packerton, 

Parker  City, 

Penfield, 

Pennsylvania  College 
(Gettysburg), 


Petrolia, 

Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia  (German), 
Picture  Rock, 

Pittsburg, 

Pittsburg  (German), 
Pleasantville, 

Plymouth, 

Prospect, 

Pleading, 

Reidsburg, 

|  Renovo, 
j  Salona, 

I  Saltsburg, 

Scranton, 

Scranton  (German), 
Shamokin, 

Shippensburg, 

Sherman’s  Dale, 
Shrewsbury, 

Springdale  (Butler  P.  0.), 
State  College, 
Strattonville, 
Stroudsburg, 

Summit  Hill, 

St.  Petersburg, 

Sunbury, 

Scottdale, 

Taylorstown, 

Towanda, 

Tioga, 

Troy, 

Tunkhannock, 

Tyrone, 

Unionville, 

Washington  and  Jeffer¬ 
son  College, 
Watsontown, 

Wayne, 

Waynesboro, 

Wellsburgf  Lundy’s  Lane 
P-0.), 

Washingtonville, 

West  Lebanon, 

Whitestown, 

Wilkinsburg, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Williamsport, 

Wood’s  Run, 

York, 

Youngsville. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT, 


II.  K,  Porter,  Chairman  and  Treasurer,  in  account  with  State  Executive  Committee , 
for  Fiscal  Year  ending  October  1st,  1S76. 


Dr. 

To  balance  from  1874-5,  . 

To  contributions  from  thirty- 
nine  Associations,  . 

To  contributions  from  seven¬ 
teen  individuals, 

To  proceeds  of  advertisements 
secured  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Marshall,  of  Philadelphia, 


Cr. 

$97 

73 

By 

salary  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart, 

$2,500 

00 

Bv 

visit  of  Mr.  McConaughy, 

30 

00 

1,115 

94 

By 

traveling  and  incidental 

e 

xpenses, . 

97 

30 

1,511 

00 

By 

printing, . 

40 

65 

By 

Annual  Report  1874-5,  . 

250 

00 

By 

expense  connected  with 

219 

00 

Danville  Convention,  . 

15 

60 

$2,933 

55 

By 

balance  forward  to  1876-7, 

10 

12 

2,943  67 

$2,943 

67 

Examined  and  found  correct. 
Pittsburg,  October  9th,  1876. 


WM.  FREW. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCRIPTIONS  RECEIVED  FROM  ASSOCIATIONS. 


Bristol,  .  .  .  •  .  $5  00 

Hulmeville,  .  .  .  .  5  00 

Parker  City,  .  .  .  .  5  00 

Towanda, .  .  .  .10  00 

Summit  Hill,  .  .  .  .  5  00 

Burgettstown,  .  .  .  .  5  00 

Cross  Creek,  .  .  .  .  5  00 

Erie,  .  .  .  .  .  50  00 

Mount  Joy,  .  .  .  .  10  00 

Plymouth . 3  35 

State  College,  .  .  .  .  5  00 

Bellefonte,  .  .  .  35  00 

New  Florence,  .  .  .  3  00 

Corry, . 5  00 

Catfish . 2  00 

Wilkinsburg,  .  .  .  .  2  39 

Wilkesbarre,  .  .  .25  00 

Waynesboro,  .  .  .  20  00 

Taylorstown,  .  .  .  .  5  00 

Pleasantville,  ....  50  00 

Lewistown,  .  .  .  25  00 


Lafayette  College,  .  .  .  $20  00 

Jersey  Shore,  .  .  .  .  20  20 

Altoona,  1874-5,  .  .  .  10  00 

Altoona,  1875-0,  .  .  10  00 

Philadelphia,  ....  200  00 
Greencastle,  .  .  .  10  00 

Tyrone, . 10  00 

East  Liberty,  .  .  .  50  00 

Shrewsbury,  .  .  .  10  00 

York,  .  .  .  .  .  50  00 

Carlisle, . 10  00 

Pittsburg,  ....  250  00 

Germantown,  ....  100  00 

Danville,  .  .  .  .  .  25  00 

Blairsville, .  30  00 

Tyrone,  1876-7,  .  .  10  00 

Buffalo,  .  .  .  .  .  10  00 

Mifflinsburg,  .  .  .  .  10  00 


$1,115  94 


PERSONAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Isaac  Byers,  Annville,  .  .  $1  00 

R.  A.  McClean,  .  .  .  5  00 

Porter,  Bell  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  50  00 
A.  W.  Bell,  Pittsburg,  .  20  00 

J.  IP.  Sternbergh,  Reading,  .  10  00 

J.  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisb’g,  .  200  00 
Jno.  PI.  McMasters,  Pittsburg,  150  00 
H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburg, .  50  00 

William  Frew,  Pittsburg,  .  100  00 

Thompson  Bell,  Pittsburg,  .  100  00 


Joseph  Price,  Waynesboro,  .  $5  00 

Rev.  T.  D.  Logan,  Meadville,  10  00 


D.  E.  Small,  York,  .  .  .  50  00 

A  friend,  Pittsburg,  .  .  500  00 

John  F.  Lowry,  Butler,  .  10  00 

A  friend,  Pittsburg,  .  .  150  00 

A  promise,  ....  100  00 


$1,511  00 


5®"  Every  Family  should  have  a  Religious  Newspaper. 
Are  YOU  a  subscriber  to  any?  If  not,  then  discharge  that 
DUTY  NOW  by  subscribing  to  that  good  old  reliable 
Family  Journal, 

The  Presbyterian, 

PUBLISHED  WEEKLY  AT  1512  CHESTNUT  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 

ESTABLISHED  1831. 


PRICE,  $2.65  A  YEAR,  POSTAGE  INCLUDED. 

Note. — It  costs  less  than  three-fourths  of  a  cent  per  day. 

A  SPECIAL  OFFER 


TO  MINISTERS  and  ELDERS,  SABBATH-SCHOOL  SUPER¬ 
INTENDENTS  and  TEACHERS. 

For  three  new  subscribers  to  “THE  PRESBYTERIAN”  from  your 
congregation  or  community,  paying  $2.65  each,  we  will  send  you,  free 
of  charge,  THE  CENTENNIAL  EDITION  of 

DR.  WILLIAM  SMITH’S 


ILLUSTRATED  DICTIONARY  OP  THE  BIBLE 


COMPRISING 

Its  Antiquities,  Biography,  Geography,  and  Natural  History,  with  Numerous  Illus¬ 
trations,  &.C.,  &c.,  Engraved  Expressly  for  this  Work. 

OVER  ONE  THOUSAND  PAGES.  THE  LATEST  AND  BEST. 


The  very  great  advances  in  Biblical  science  and  research  have  made  the  desire  deeply 
felt  for  a  comprehensive  and  accurate  work  of  this  kind.  Embodying  the  results  of  the 
most  recent  research ,  and  of  the  ripest  Biblical  scholarship  in  Europe  and  America,  such, 
most  emphatically,  is  the  work  now  offered  to  you  by  the  publishers  of  “THE  PRES¬ 
BYTERIAN.”  This  dictionary  contains  an  accurate  account  of  every  place  and  name 
mentioned  in  the  Bible  which  can  possibly  need  explanation,— of  every  animal,  plant,  or 
mineral  alluded  to  by  the  sacred  writers,  and  of  every  custom  and  article  of  use  among 
Jewish  and  contemporary  nations,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  Bible  or  Apocrypha. 
The  most  recent  researches  of  Robinson,  Layard,  Rawlinson,  and  other  explorers  in  Bible 
lands  here  aid  in  determining  questions  hitherto  unsettled  or  in  correcting  mistakes  of 
previous  investigators.  It  contains  also  a  history  and  analysis  of  each  of  the  books  of  the 
Bible,  with  biographical  sketches  of  eaoh  of  the  inspired  penmen,  and  of*every  historical 
character  mentioned  in  the  Bible.  It  is  admitted  by  those  most  competent  to  judge  to  be 
the  latest  and  best  work  of  the  kind  in  the  English  language,  and  such  a  dictionary  of  the 
social,  political,  and  natural  history  of  the  Bible  should  be  found  in  every  household  in  the 
land  by  the  side  of  the  Bible ,  to  which  it  is  a  companion  volume. 

Note. — For  TWO  new  subscribers  we  will  give  a  cheaper  style  of  the  Dictionary. 


Send  the  amount  by  Post  Office  Money  Order ,  Chech,  or  Registered  Letter, 
addressed  to 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN, 

1512  Chestnut  Street ,  Philadelphia. 


^“SPECIMEN  COPIES  of  “THE  PRESBYTERIAN”  sent  free  on  application. 

Note — For  $4.50  we  will  give  “THE  PRESBYTERIAN”  one  year,  and  one  copy  of  the 
BIBLE  DICTIONARY  bound  in  Cloth. 


GET 

THE 


PUBLISHED  BY  THE 


AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY. 

WHY? 

BECAUSE  it  contains  more  that  a  teacher  needs  than  any  other  edition  of  the  Bible. 


WHAT  ARE  THESE  THINGS? 

THE  BIBLE  TEXT  BOOK,  which  is  a  TOPICAL  CONCORDANCE  OF  BIBLE  SUB¬ 
JECTS,  stands  first  and  foremost,  covering  over  two  hundred  pages.  TWELVE  MAPS,  full 
and  complete,  placed  together  for  convenient  reference.  A  CHRONOLOGICAL  CHART, 
showing  at  a  glance  the  time  of  life  and  line  of  descent  of  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  kings, 
Ac.,  from  Adam  to  Jesus  Christ.  CHRONOLOGICAL  I N DEX,  divided  into  periods,  from 
Ihe  creation  to  the  end  of  the  first  century,  A.  D.  TABLE  OF  THE  AUTHORS,  date,  and 
place  of  writing  the  books  of  the  New  Testament.  WEIGHTS,  MEASURES, and  MONEY, 
in  seven  full  and  complete  tables.  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  PALESTINE,  showing 
the  progress  of  the  seasons,  Ac.,  for  each  month.  TABLES  OF  HEBREW  TIMES  AND 
FESTIVALS.  HARMONY  OF  THE  GOSPELS,  by  Robinson — almost  invaluable  to  a  Bible 
student.  NAMES  AND  TITLES  OF  CHRIST,  a  new  table  of  over  two  hundred  and  fifty 
names  and  titles,  with  references  to  the  Scripture  where  found.  GREAT  PROPHECIES 
AND  ALLUSIONS  TO  CH RIST  in  the  Old  Testament,  which  are  cited  in  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  as  applied  to  Him  or  fulfilled  in  Him.  Two  full  tables  with  references  to  nearly  four 
hundred  passages  of  Scripture.  CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLES  OF  THE  PATRIARCHS, 
showing  the  birth,  life,  and  death  of  each,  and  who  were  alive  at  the  same  period. 
MIRACLES,— a  full  compilation  of  all  the  miracles  in  the  Bible.  THE  PARABLES,  not 
only  of  onr  Saviour,  hut  of  Nathan,  Joash,  and  the  prophets,  gathered  in  one  view. 

BINDINGS.  Our  low-priced  books,  $4  and  $6,  containing  all  that  the  higher-priced 
works  contain,  sewed  with  linen  thread,  as  are  all  ordinary  Bibles,  both  American  and 
English,  are  bound  in  FIRST-CLASS  TURKEY  MOROCCO.  But  our  higher-priced  books, 
$9,  $10,  $11,  $13,  $14,  $16,  $17,  bound  in  LEVANT,  KID  LINED,  SILK  SEWED,  GILT  IN 
THE  ROUND,  PROTECTING  EDGES,  we  believe  with  fair  treatment  will  bear  daily  use 
for  a  lifetime. 

International  Exhibition,  1876-Philadelphia. 


The  United  States  Centennial  Commission  announce  the  following  report  as  the  basis 
of  an 


AWARD  TO  THE 


American  Tract  Society  of  New  York 

IFOIR,  BOOKZBI2sTIDI3KrC3-. 


REPORT. — “The  specialty  of  this  exhibit  is  in  the  display  of  BiBLES  IN  FLEXIBLE 
BACKS,  which  are  the  best  brought  to  our  notice  in  the  Exhibition. 

“The  leather  used  is  of  American  manufacture,  and  is  peculiar  in  its  resistance  to 
tensile  force  exerted  to  tear  or  crack  it.” 

A.  T.  GOSHOR?J,  Director  General.  J.  R.  HAWLEY,  President. 


Specimen  Pages  sent  free  to  any  Address. 
THE  ABOVE  PRICES  ARE  WITHOUT  DISCOUNT. 


Address  H.  N.  THISSELL, 

Distinct  Secretary  American  Tract  Society , 

No.  1512  Chestnut  St.,  Philad’a. 


CAUTION. — It  has  come  to  our  knowledge  that  unscrupulous  dealers  have  imposed 
upon  their  customers  by  selling  IMITATIONS  of  our  books  under  the  name  of  the 
“TEACHER’S  BIBLE.”  Our  books  all  bear  upon  their  title-page  the  imprint  of  the 
American  Tract  Society,  and  can  be  thus  known  to  all.  All  of  our  best  bindings  have 
stamped  on  the  inside  of  the  cover,  in  gold,  the  words  “SILK  SEWED,”  “  BOUND  BY 
THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY.” 


